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1. MONOGRAPH

» Bacunesa, E. I[lpomecmanmcku mucuu 6 eeponetickume nposunyuu na Ocmanckama
umnepus. [etinocmma na Amepukanckus cb8em HA NbAHOMOWHUYUME HA MUCUUME &

yyacouna (XIX eex — 0o Ilvpsama ceemosHna 6otina). IHCTUTYT 3a OalIKaHHCTHUKA C
enTsp no tpakosiorusi, BAH, 2025, ISBN:978-619-7179-63-7, 406 c.

The purpose of the monograph is to trace the activities of the missionaries of the American
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions (ABCFM) in the European provinces of the
Ottoman Empire in the period up until the Balkan Wars and the First World War. It also seeks
to clarify the nature of Protestant missionary activity and the reasons for its growth in the
nineteenth century by presenting an overall picture of ABCFM work in the Balkans, drawing
on a wider source base and reflecting the local specificities of this activity.

The work deals only peripherally with the initiatives of other Protestant societies working in
the area at the same time (the British and Foreign Bible Society, the missions of the Methodist
and Presbyterian churches, the American Bible Society, etc.) and only insofar as they have a
connection with this narrative. Furthermore, the study focuses specifically on the European
provinces of the Ottoman Empire and does not examine in detail Protestant activities in its
Asian territories. It also leaves aside the American missionary work in the Principality of
Bulgaria after 1878, where different conditions for its development were established. The
autonomous province of Eastern Rumelia, although part of the Ottoman Empire, is not
included, since the circumstances for mission work there were also specific, since the province
had its own laws and internal regulations. Thus, this work explores the issue of ABCFM
missions only in the context of the administrative and legislative framework of the Ottoman
state. This is also the reason why the time of the First World War is defined as the upper limit
of the chronological scope of the study, since the Ottoman Empire ceased to exist after that.

A problem-based chronological and ethno-territorial principle is chosen to present the activities
of the American missionaries, following their gradual penetration into the Balkans. At the same
time, emphasis is placed on the specificities and details of their work in particular regions, as



well as the dynamics of their relations with local communities and certain individuals. This
approach aims to explore the issue “from the inside”, to give faces and names to the participants
in these events, and to the representatives of the Protestant communities that were formed.

In terms of the structure of this work, the first two chapters are introductory. The first one
presents the evolution of the idea of missionary activity among Protestants, the founding of the
ABCFM in 1810, its structure, objectives and mission. The second chapter traces the history
of early Christian missions in the Ottoman Empire from the sixteenth century to the early
infiltration of American missionaries in the nineteenth century. The next chapter is devoted to
American missionary efforts among the Greeks, which were pioneering in nature and important
in forming a strategy for reaching the Orthodox population in the Balkans. The development
of these initiatives among the Greek population is traced, beginning in the course of the Greek
Revolution but ending with the establishment of an independent Greek state. Special attention
is paid to the relations of Protestant missionaries with the Orthodox clergy. Chapter Four
examines the work of the station in Istanbul, which was central to American missions in the
empire, housed the leading missionary institutions, where the important decisions about
mission advancement were made, and also served as a model for all other inland stations. The
efforts of the first Protestant missionaries in the Ottoman capital, who arrived in the 1830s and
laid the foundations of the so-called Constantinople Station, are presented. Its development
until the end of the century is traced, with special emphasis on the publishing work carried out
by the missionaries, as well as on the schools they founded, which became prestigious
educational institutions. Issues of the Protestant missionaries’ relations with the Ottoman
authorities are also discussed, as well as the official recognition of the Protestant millet and the
formation of Protestant congregations in the Ottoman capital. The fifth chapter is the longest
and examines the work of all the mission stations in the European provinces of the Ottoman
Empire, following the chronology of their foundation. It begins with the early penetration of
Protestant missionaries into the interior of the Balkans and the redirection of their efforts from
preaching among the Jews (in Thessaloniki and Istanbul) to work among the Bulgarian people.
The first mission station was organized in Edirne, followed by others in Plovdiv, Stara Zagora,
Sofia, Samokov, Bitola and Thessaloniki. The question of the work of American missionaries
among the Albanians and the formation of two preaching centers, in Korcha and Elbasan, is
also discussed. The missionary initiatives in the different regions, the achievements and
disappointments, the development of the American preachers’ relations with the local people,
finding followers and the formation of Protestant congregations and churches are presented.
The last part of the book is a concluding section that examines the results of American
missionary activity in the Balkans and draws conclusions about the achievements and failures
of Protestant missions in the region and their causes.

2. STUDIES

2.1. Studies published in scientific journals, refereed and indexed in world-renowned
databases of scientific information



> Vassileva, E. Protestant Missionaries in Nineteenth-century Eski Zagra. Etudes
balkaniques, LVII, 2, WuctutyTt 3a Oankanuctuka ¢ LleHThp mo Tpakosiorus -
boearapcka akamemuss Ha Haykute, 2022, ISSN:0324-1645, 299-320. (Refereed in

Scopus)

The study examines the work of the missionaries of the American Board of Commissioners for
Foreign Missions in Stara Zagora from 1859 to 1877. Their main goal was to achieve spiritual
reformation, and the methods used included preaching, educational and literary activities. A
very significant initiative was the organization of a girls’ school in the town, which enjoyed a
certain interest from the local people. Most of the missionary efforts, however, were met, if not
with open hostility, then with indifference. Although American missionaries did not achieve
significant proselytizing results, they did have a broader cultural influence among the
population of Stara Zagora.

» BacuneBa, Enmupa. AMepukanckoTo 3emenencko yummnie B ConyH u Obarapure. B:
10. Koucrantunosa, H. Jlanosa, M. XKenes (pen.), Conyn u 6vreapume: ucmopus,
namem, cvepemue, UHcTuTyT 3a Oankanuctuka c¢ LleHtsp mo tpakonorus, 2019,
ISBN:978-619-7179-10-1, 49, 227-276. (Refereed in Web of Science)
= Vassileva, E. The American Farm School in Salonica and the Bulgarians. In: R.
Gradeva, Y. Konstantinova (eds.), Salonica-Solun-Thessaloniki: the Bulgarian Traces,
The ISIS Press, Istanbul, 2022, ISBN:978-975-428-683-0, 303-334.

This study traces the early history of the American Agricultural and Industrial Institute of
Thessalonica (American Farm School), founded in 1904 as a result of the activities of
Protestant missionaries in the city. Its founders were John Henry House and Edward Haskell,
whose primary goal was to provide Bulgarian youth in Macedonia under Ottoman rule with the
opportunity to receive a practical and useful education that would enable them to realize
themselves as full members of a well-functioning society. Christian values and morals had an
important place in the educational programme and the school contributed to the propagation of
Protestant ideas among the local people. Although the missionaries claimed that their institute
was supranational in character and opened to all comers, in the time from its founding to 1913
both most of the students and all of the non-American teachers were Bulgarians. The school
changed its appearance after the Balkan Wars and World War I, when it became part of the
Greek educational system.

» Vassileva, Elmira. Protestants in a Balkan Town: the Activities of the American
Missionaries among the Bulgarians in Bitola (19th — Early 20th Century). Etudes
balkaniques, LVI, 3, UactutyT 3a 6ankanuctuka c LleHTsp mo Tpakonorus - bearapcka
akagemus Ha Haykute, 2020, ISSN:2534-8574, 670-693. (Refereed in ERIH Plus)



= BacuneBa, E.. AMepuKaHCKHUTE MPOTECTAHTCKH MHUCHOHEPH cpej OBJrapure B
butons (kpas Ha XIX - Haganoro Ha XX Bek). B: P. [Ipenuienosa (cbeT.), I padovm Ha
Banxkanume. Ilpocmpancmea, oopasu, namem, HCTUTYT 3a O6ankaHucThka ¢ LIeHTBp
o Tpakosiorus - BAH, 2021, ISBN:978-619-7179-25-5, 26, 451-478.

= Vassileva, Elmira. Protestants in a Balkan Town: the Activities of the American
Missionaries among the Bulgarians in Bitola (19th — Early 20th Century). In: R.
Preshlenova (ed.), Citites in the Balkans. Spaces, Faces, Memories, IHCTUTYT 3a
Oankanuctuka ¢ LlenTsp no tpakosorus, 2021, ISBN:978-619-7179-20-0, 323-348.

The study is devoted to the work of the mission station of the American Board of
Commissioners for Foreign Missions in Bitola during the period of its functioning from 1873
to 1920. Missionary work was directed primarily to the Bulgarians in the town and surrounding
area, although the Americans tried to expand their activities, especially among the Albanian
population. The greatest achievements of the Protestant mission in Bitola were the founding
and supporting for almost 40 years of a girls’ boarding school, and the formation of a Bulgarian
Evangelical Church.

» Vassileva, E. The Activities of the Franciscan Order in the Ottoman Territories:
Missionary Approaches. Etudes balkaniques, LIII, 3, MIHCTHTYT 3a GaJKaHHCTHKA C
Heuntsp no tpakonorus - bearapcka akanemust Ha Haykute, 2017, ISSN:0324-1645,
415-449.

(Refereed in ERIH Plus)

This study examines the missionary strategies of the members of the Franciscan Order
(Observants) in the European provinces of the Ottoman Empire in the seventeenth century, and
in particular the work of the Franciscan friars from the province of Bosna Argentina. The focus
of the study is the mission of the Bosnian Franciscans in the Bulgarian lands and the
evangelizing efforts of Bosnian and Bulgarian preachers among the so-called Paulicians. The
relations of the Catholic missionaries with the Orthodox and Muslim population are also
examined. These issues are set in the context of the missionary traditions of the Franciscan
Order and the implementation of Catholic reforms in the post-Tridentine period.

2.2. Studies published in non-refereed peer-reviewed journals or published in edited
collective volumes

» Vassileva, E. Propagating the Gospel among “Nominal Christians”: American
Protestant Missionaries in the 19th-century Ottoman Balkans. In: E. Naxidou, Y.
Konstantinova (eds.), Christian networks in the Ottoman Empire. A Transnational
History, CEU Press, 2024, ISBN:978-963-386-775-4, DOI:
https://doi.org/10.7829/5.17610845, 26, 224-250.



The study is devoted to the work of the missionaries of the American Board of Commissioners
for Foreign Missions in the European parts of the Ottoman Empire. It examines the main
aspects of missionary work — evangelistic, literary and educational activities, charity. A major
result was the formation of Protestant communities in the Balkans, though they were not
numerous. Along with this, American missionary initiatives led to the formation of a network
of indirect Protestant influence. At the core of this influence were the existing evangelical
churches and local church alliances that spread ideas and practices. A network of missionary
educational institutions was also established, which helped to create lasting links not only
between Protestants in the empire, but also between people of other Christian denominations,
Muslims and Jews. Finally, as a result of the widespread circulation of Protestant publications,
ideas were disseminated that had a general cultural influence in the Balkans during the Ottoman
period.

» Vassileva, E. American Protestant Missionaries and their Educational Institutions in the
European Provinces of the Ottoman Empire (19th — beginning of the 20th c.). Revista
istorica, XXXV, 4-6, 2024, ISSN:1018-0443, DOI:10.59277/R1.2024.4-6.35.06, 361-
381.

This study examines the educational initiatives of missionaries from the American Board of
Commissioners for Foreign Missions working in the European provinces of the Ottoman
Empire. These initiatives occupy an important place in their activities, the main purpose of the
open schools being to train mission helpers of local origin, but also to attract new followers.
The first Protestant educational institutions were opened in the Ottoman capital, but later such
institutions also appeared in the European territories of the Empire — in Plovdiv, Stara Zagora,
Samokov, Bitola and Thessaloniki. Providing quality and modern education, these schools
developed beyond their purely religious priorities and had a wider cultural impact, contributing
to the modernization of the Ottoman Balkans.

» Vassileva, E. American Missionaries among Greeks and Bulgarians: Salonica Station
by the End of the 19th and Beginning of the 20th Centuries. In: Y. Konstantinova, E.
Naxidou (eds.) Greeks and Bulgarians: Parallels and Intersections in History and
Culture, Institute of Balkan Studies & Centre of Thracology - Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences, 2021, ISBN:978-619-7179-21-7, 24, 165-189.

The study focuses on the work of the mission station of the American Board of Commissioners
for Foreign Missions in Thessaloniki. Such a station was first founded towards the middle of
the nineteenth century, when it existed for only a few years, operating mainly among the Jewish
population of the city. In 1894, a new mission station of the Board was organized in the city
under the leadership of the experienced missionaries John Henry House and Edward Haskell,
who devoted their efforts primarily to the Bulgarians in the city and in a wide area in its vicinity.
Major aspects of missionary work included preaching, distribution of religious literature,
organization of schools, and charitable work. The missionaries in Thessaloniki face a number
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of difficulties due to the political instability in the area and the animosities between different
ethnic groups. The Balkan Wars and World War I led to drastic changes in the activities of the
Thessaloniki Missionary Station, which declined and reoriented towards the Greeks. Lasting
results of the decades-long existence of the Protestant mission in Thessaloniki remain in the
field of education.

» BacuneBa, E. Amepukanckata nporectaHTcka mucus B COINyH M HallMOHATHHUAT
BBIIpOC Ha ObJrapute (kpas Ha XIX — HayamoTo Ha XX B.). B: 3. [IspBanoBa (CbCT. U
pen.), Perueuosnu uncmumyyuu u Hayuonanua uoenmuunocm na bankanume (XIX—XX
sex). Cooprux ¢ uzcineoganus noceemen Ha 150-eo0uwnunama om yupeosi8anemo Ha
bvaeapckama exzapxus, znatenctso na BAH ,,IIpod. Mapun dpunos*, 2021, ISBN:
978-619-245-163-9, 21, 183-204.

The study discusses the question of the attitude of American Protestant missionaries to the
national cause of the Bulgarians. In 1894, the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions established its station in Thessaloniki, with the main task of developing activities
among the Bulgarians in the Ottoman territories. The Americans lived for long years among
the local people and were close observers of many of the important events of the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries. The missionaries had a special relationship to the Bulgarian
national question. They were sympathetic to the aspiration for national unification, but strongly
opposed to the use of violence by the revolutionary organization. The Americans believed that
the only way to solve the problems of the Christian population in the Ottoman Empire was to
implement reforms. However, because of their activities, they were considered supporters of
the Bulgarian national cause.

» Vassileva, E. Ottoman Istanbul from the Perspective of the Catholic Missionaries in the
Post-Tridentine Period (end of 16 — 17™ centuries). In: F. M. Emecen, A. Akyildiz, E.
S. Giirkan (eds.), Osmanli Istanbulu, IV, Istanbul 29 Mayis Universitesi Yayinlar,
2017, ISBN: 978-605-9437-07-3, 289-312.

The study presents the image of the Ottoman capital through the eyes of Catholic missionaries
coming from Christian Europe in the post-Tridentine period (16" — 17" centuries). It analyses
the works of several representatives of the Roman Catholic Church who worked in Istanbul in
the period under consideration. Giulio Mancinelli, the founder of the Jesuit mission in Istanbul
(1583-1585); Passifique de Provins, representative of the first French Capuchin mission in the
East (1622); Giovanni Mauri della Fratta, vicar of the Latin Patriarch of Constantinople (1629-
1631); and the Franciscan missionary Angelo Petricca da Sonnino (1639-1640). They looked
at the ancient and glorious history of the city, in which the Catholic Church had a strong
foothold. It was the political centre of the Ottoman Empire as well as the centre of its main
religious rival, the Orthodox Patriarch. The cosmopolitan city, the diversity of cultures and the
examples of syncretism were things that impressed missionaries.



» Vassileva, E. The Catholic Reforms on the Balkans and the Bosnian Franciscans, 16th
— 17th Centuries. Etudes balkaniques, LI, 2, NucTHTYT 3a GalkanucTuKa ¢ LleHTBp 10
Tpakosiorus - bbirapcka akagemust Ha Haykute, 2015, ISSN:0324-1645, 90-114.

The post-Tridentine period was a time of reorganization and renovation of the Catholic Church,
and these changes led to reforms among the Catholic Church structures in the European
provinces of the Ottoman Empire as well. An important factor in the penetration of these ideas
among local Catholics was the Franciscan province of Bosnia Argentina. However, the
implementation of the Tridentine reforms caused changes in the traditional way of operation
of the Bosnian Franciscans and was the cause of many conflicts. In addition, the post-
Tridentine reform program contributed to the renewal of Catholic activity in the territories
under Ottoman rule.

» Vassileva, E. Les missions des franciscains bosniaques et bulgares dans les terres
d’outre-Danube au XVIle siécle. Etudes balkaniques, L, 3, IHCTUTYT 3a OaTKaHUCTHKA
¢ LenTsp no tpakosnorus - bearapcka akagemust Ha Haykute, 2014, ISSN:0324-1645,
148-172.

The study examines the missionary activity of the Franciscans from the province of Bosnia
Argentina. They were among the most active missionaries of the Catholic Church in the
seventeenth century. Their activities spanned a wide area in the lands under direct Ottoman
rule, as well as in the territories of the Ottoman vassals north of the Danube. The Bosnian
Franciscans were also of importance for the formation of the Bulgarian Catholic community.
Bulgarian and Bosnian Catholics were closely linked in the 17™ century, and often Bulgarians
participated in the missions of the Bosnian Franciscans in Ottoman Hungary, Transylvania,
Wallachia and Moldavia. These relationships reveal interesting and unknown aspects of the
history of Southeastern Europe.

3. ARTICLES

3.1. Articles published in scientific journals, refereed and indexed in world-renowned
databases of scientific information

» Vassileva, E. Franciscan missions in Bulgaria. In: D. Thomas, J. Chesworth (eds.),
Christian-Muslim Relations. A Bibliographical History. Volume 10 Ottoman and
Safavid Empires 1600-1700, BRILL, Leiden-Boston, 2017, ISBN:9789004345652,
ISSN:1570-7350, 470-481. SJR:0.25.

(Refereed in Scopus)



The article is dedicated to the history of the Franciscan mission in Bulgaria and the literary
heritage of its representatives. The focus is on the relations between Christians and Muslims
and their reflection in the literature and correspondence of the Franciscans in the Bulgarian
lands. The article presents the available bibliography on the subject.

3.2. Articles published in non-refereed peer-reviewed journals or published in edited
collective volumes

» Bacunesa, E. KnmwkoBHaTa qeifHOCT Ha aMEPUKAHCKUTE MPOTECTAHTCKA MUCHOHEPH B
Hapurpan npe3 XIX Bek. B: H. Anekcannpona, P. 3aumoBa, A. Anekcuea (pen.),
Lvneuam ocemnadecemu eex 3. Kuueume xamo cvoumus 6 Eepona u Ocmanckama
umnepus (XVII-XIX sex), bparapcko oOiecTBo 3a Mpoy4yBaHE Ha OCEMHAJIECETU BEK,
2020, ISBN:978-619-91614-0-1, ISSN:2603-4492, 30-48.

The article explores the development of the literary activities of the missionaries of the
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions in the Ottoman Empire. This activity
was very important for the development of missionary work, and therefore the provision of a
printing press was one of the earliest initiatives of the American preachers. A printing press
began to function first in Malta, then in Smyrna, and from 1853 onward in Istanbul. It became
an important missionary tool as it allowed the creation and dissemination of literature in almost
every spoken language in the vast empire. Along with Bibles and other religious texts,
grammars, dictionaries, and textbooks were published. In order to attract the attention of a
wider public, the missionaries also issued newspapers and magazines in Armenian, Turkish,
Greek and Bulgarian. These Protestant periodicals were distinguished by their quality and
accessibility, and had far greater influence than was intended. Undoubtedly, the literary
activities of American Protestant missionaries were important to the cultural growth of all the
peoples among whom they worked.

» BacuneBa, E. Omno3naBarenmHuTe OOWKOJIKM HAa aMEPUKAHCKUTE MPOTECTAHTCKU
mucroHepu Ha bankanure mpe3 XIX Bek. B: A. bamueBa (cwet.), Kyamypa ua
nvmyeanemo 6 Eeponeiickua KOzouzmox, IHCTUTYT 3a GankaHuctuka ¢ LIeHTBp 1o
tpakojorusa - BAH, 2020, ISBN:978-619-7179-13-2, 411-428.

American Protestant missions to the Balkans began in the 1830s, when the first investigation
tours were made by missionaries. Their purpose was to explore the local conditions and to
study the possibilities of deploying missionary work. One of the most important results of these
early tours was the discovery of the Bulgarians, among whom targeted propaganda began to
take place in the 1850s. Missionaries traveled to towns and villages, meeting with local people
and introducing them to Protestant ideas as well as American values, morals, and way of life.
At the same time, they got to know the local languages, customs, and peculiarities, regularly
publishing their observations in specialized mission periodicals. Their accounts are interesting
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sources of information about these specific cultural interactions in the Balkans in the nineteenth
century.

» Bacunesa, E. KaroinueckoTo 1yXOBEHCTBO B OBJITAPCKUTE 36MH M MPEHOCHT HA UJICH
B Ocmanckara umnepus (XVII Bek). Ioouwnux na Cogutickusi ynueepcumem ,, Ca.
Knumenm Oxpuocku”, Ilenmvp 3a craesaHo-suszanmuticku npoydeanus ,,Mean
Ihiues”, 100 (19), 2019, ISSN:1311-784X, 160-174.

Catholics in Bulgarian lands were not numerous, but their activity in the Ottoman period has
its place in the history of the Bulgarians and Southeastern Europe as a whole. The 17 century
was very important for the spiritual and political initiatives of the Bulgarian Catholics, which
culminated in the Chiprovtsi Uprising in 1688. The Catholic clergy in the Bulgarian lands was
composed mainly of members of the Franciscan Order, who were closely associated with the
Franciscan province of Bosna Argentina and its mission among the Bulgarians. The history of
Bulgarian Catholicism was directly related to the policy of the Roman Church in the Balkans
and often depended on other factors such as the development of Ottoman-European relations,
which in turn affected the Ottomans’ attitude towards non-Muslims in the empire. Bulgarian
Catholics, thanks to their religious affiliation, were part of a contact network that transcended
geographical and political boundaries. Their representatives constituted the Bulgarian
intellectual elite in the 17" century. They were educated in Catholic colleges in Italy and were
familiar with current trends and concepts. Thus, they were the main conveyors of modern ideas
among the Bulgarians. They also had a connection with Christian Europe and were the only
ones who could provide Rome and the European courts with information about the Bulgarians
under Ottoman rule. Their literary works as well as their political and diplomatic activities were
of great importance for this.

» BacuneBa, E. AMepukaHckaTa mpoTecTaHTcKa mpomnaranja B OcMaHcKkata UMIepus 1
ovarapure. Xpucmuancmeo u kynmypa, 135, 8, Komynurac, 2018, ISSN:1311-9781,
34-41.

The article offers an overview of the development of American Protestant propaganda in the
Ottoman Empire and among the Bulgarians. The evangelistic, literary and educational
initiatives of the missionaries are examined.

» Bacunesa, E. [IpoTecTaHTCKUAT BECTHHK ,,30pHHLA” U Obarapute. XpucmusiHcmeo u
kyamypa, 136, 9, Komynurac, 2018, ISSN:1311-9781, 53-66.

The article examines the use of the printing press as an effective means of spiritual education,
focusing on the American missionary printing press in Istanbul and the Bulgarian-language
newspaper Zornitsa. It had the reputation of being the longest running newspaper in the
Bulgarian language, being published regularly in the Ottoman capital from 1876 to 1897. Its
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purpose was to serve as a missionary vehicle for spreading evangelical truths among the
Bulgarians. Since other missionary methods proved not to be very fruitful, Zornitza was
considered the great success of the American Protestant mission. But the paper was destined to
become more than a religious publication. Promulgating secular and political news, it became
an influential and very important paper for the Bulgarians in the lands under Ottoman rule. It
contributed significantly to their enlightenment and education and was an important source of
information about the world outside the empire.

» BacuneBa, E. beiarapcko ydactue BbB (¢paHIHCKaHCKUTe Mucuu B HOromsrodna
EBpomna npe3 XVII B.: Tlaen ot Ileroknanenmu. B: Societas Classica. Kynmypu u
penveuu Ha bankanume, 6 Cpedusemnomopuemo u H3zmoka, YHUBEPCUTETCKO
m3narenctso ,,Ce. CB. Kupun u Meroauii”, Benuko TwpHoBo, 2017, ISBN:978-619-
208-128-7, 464-482.

The article is dedicated to the personality and work of Paolo da Cinquefonti, a Bulgarian
Franciscan missionary of Paulician origin. Thanks to the Franciscan missionary activity, he
managed to walk the long way from the small Danubian village of Petokladentsi to Rome, to
get a good education, to make a career and to get acquainted with the world beyond the borders
of the Ottoman Empire, too distant and unknown for most Bulgarians of the era. His story is
an example of the participation of representatives of the Bulgarian Catholic community in the
post-Tridentine missionary activity. It provides evidence of contacts and relationships that
transcended geographical and political boundaries and provides information about the
functioning of Catholic institutions in the Balkans and their commucities during the Ottoman
period.

» Bacunesa, E. bocHeHCKUTE (paHIIUCKAHIM U OBJITAPCKUTE KATOIHMIU B TOAMHUTE Ha
noaroroBka Ha YumnposckoTo BbcTanue. B: A. KamenoBa-bopun, T. JlonueB (cbeT.),
Jluunocm, napoo, ucmopus. Hayuonannooceobooumennume 6opou npes nepuooa XV-
XIX 6., Unctutyt ,,banamm’ - Yurapcku kynrypen uHcTutyT, Codust; Mcropuuecku
My3eit - Yunposiu, 2014, ISBN:978-954-9496-19-2, 36-48.

The article explores the mission of the Bosnian Franciscans in the Bulgarian lands at the end
of the 16" and in the 17" century. Thanks to the Franciscans, Catholic activity was revived in
these regions, a local Catholic hierarchy was established and a true Bulgarian intellectual elite
was formed, which, in addition to carrying out purely religious propaganda, headed a
movement for the spiritual and political revival of the Bulgarians. Bulgarian Catholics found
themselves part of a large, cross-border Catholic community in the Balkans, determined by the
activities of the Bosnian Franciscans.
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