OPINION
by

Assoc. Prof. Zhivko Angelov Lefterov, appointed by order No. 51 of 29 September
2025 r. of the director of the Institute for Balkan Studies and Centre of Thracology
“Prof. Alexander Fol” (IBSCT) — BAS as a member of a scientific jury in a
competition for the academic position of Associate Professor at said Institute in
professional field 2.2. “History and Archaeology”, science major “New and
Contemporary History” (Foreign Missions on the Balkans, 18"-19" century),
announced in the State Gazette, issue 63 of 1 August 2025,

The documentation presented by the candidate, Chief Assistant Elmira
Vasileva, PhD, is fully in line with the requirements set out in the Law for the
Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria for taking part in the

competition for the academic position of Associate Professor.

Flmira Vasileva completed a Master’s degree in Balkan History at Sofia
University “St. Kliment Ohridski” in 2003. She was awarded the educational and
scientific degree of PhD in 2014, after successfully defending a dissertation on the
following topic: “Bosnian Franciscans. Organisation, activity, missionary work in
Southeastern Europe (1463—1688).” In 2013 she started work at the IBSCT — BAS as
an assistant, and in 2014 — as a chief assistant. Currently she holds the above-
mentioned academic position.

In order to participate in the competition, Chief Assistant Elmira Vasileva,
PhD, presented a habilitation paper on the following topic: “Protestant Missions in the
European Provinces of the Ottoman Empire. Work of the American Board of
Commissioners for Foreign Missions (19" century — until the First World War)”,
published by the IBSCT — BAS in 2025. The monograph is 406 pages long. In
addition, the candidate deposited 4 studies published in scientific journals, referred
and indexed in global databases, 7 studies published in non-referred journals with
scientific review or in revised collective tomes, 1 article promulgated in a scientific

journal, referred and indexed in global databases, as well as 7 articles and reports




published in non-referred journals with scientific review or in revised collective
tomes. All of them were printed between 2014 and 2025, i.e. after the candidate was
appointed to the academic position of Chief Assistant.

Thematically, Elmira Vasileva’s scientific work concerns new Balkan history,
with an emphasis on the history of Catholic missions in Southeastern Europe in the
15t 7th éentury and the work of American Protestant missionaries in the European
provinces of the Ottoman Empire in the 19" century and the beginning of the 20"
century. The approach towards exploring the topics is interdisciplinary and uses the
methodological devices of various scientific areas.

Given the nature of the competition, the greatest weight is assigned to the
candidate’s monograph work “Protestant Missions in the European Provinces of the
Ottoman Empire. Work of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions (19" century — until the First World War).” The study is the first ever
comprehensive research on this topic, and its contribution is indisputable. Structurally,
the monograph consists of an introduction, five chapters, closing remarks and a list of
used sources and literature.

Which are the specificities and contributions of the text of greater importance
that need to be pointed out? First and foremost, it is the impressive research work
carried out and the inclusion in scientific circulation of new, unknown or not well
known sources and archive documents held in various archives, collections and
anthologies. Their systematisation and critical rationalisation help clarify a number of
problematic questions which are explored in the context of the political, economic,
social and religious changes taking place in the Ottoman Empire in the 19'" century
and the beginning of the 20" century. Taking a more general look on the problem
under investigation leads to its more comprehensive and accurate portrayal, given that
so far it has been explored mainly through the point of view of separate national
historiographies. It also concerns the important question of American missionaries’
predominant views on the national problems in the European provinces of the
Ottoman Empire during that period.

The monograph “Protestant Missions in the European Provinces of the

Ottoman Empire. Work of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign




Missions (19" century — until the First World War)” displays a number of additional
qualities that are indisputable. In addition to the fact that it relies on a remarkably rich
source basis, it also makes use of a wealth of literature, published in various Balkan
languages. The degree of knowledge about the contemporary state of the
historiography of the Balkan states regarding the topic of the research is a sign of
academic maturity and profundity. Examining, understanding and correctly quoting
all those sources is a scientific feat in its own right.

Hence it would not be an exaggeration to say that the habilitation paper of
Chief Assistant Elmira Vasileva, PhD, is a clear example of professionalism by a
representative of contemporary Bulgarian historiography.

In order to fulfil the scientometric indicators in group D, indicators 811, the
candidate has provided 19 studies and articles. Their total score is 385 points
compared to the 220 points needed in line with the minimum national requirements.
Some of them concern the topic of the habilitation paper, while others are devoted to
other scientific problems. All those publications reveal a significant level of
productivity.

In group E, indicators 13—15, Chief Assistant Elmira Vasileva, PhD, has
presented 49 citations of her publications or reviews. Their total score is 350 points,
which is five times more than the 60 points needed in line with the minimal national
requirements. It should also be noted that, in addition to representatives of the
Bulgarian historical science among the scientists who use and quote her publications,
there are also researchers from other countries, such as Serbia, Tiirkiye, Hungary, the
Netherlands, Greece, etc. This fact shows the high esteem her scientific production is
held in, and thus her international recognisability as a scientist.

The high percentage of publications in a foreign language (more than half),
with which Elmira Vasileva takes part in the competition for the academic position of
Associate Professor, also leaves a good impression. Twelve of the studies and articles
are in English and French. Five of them have been published in leading international
periodicals and collections. The candidate has also participated in several national and
international scientific and educational projects with national and international

funding. She has been a member of the organisation committees of prestigious




scientific fora, sessions and events. Another contributing factor for her shaping as a
scientist and accumulating professional experience concerns several specialisations
carried out abroad — in Slovakia, France, Greece and Tiirkiye. In this regard, Elmira
Vasileva’s impressive linguistic skills, which undoubtedly play a key role in the level
of profundity of her research, should also be highlighted.

Based on all the above-mentioned, I can conclude that a truly well-prepared
and already established scientist is taking part in the competition. The candidate not
only fulfils but surpasses all formal requirements for holding the academic position of
Associate Professor. Her long-standing personal research efforts have led to forming
a researcher with an established profile, possessing all the requisites for a promising
career. This allows me to recommend to the esteemed members of the scientific jury
to give a positive vote to elect Chief Assistant Elmira Vasileva, PhD, for the academic

position of Associate Professor.
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Assoc. Prof. Zhivko Lefterov, PhD




