OPINION
by Assoc. Prof. Lyudmila Mindova, PhD,

Member of the Academic Jury in the competition for the academic position of Professor in the
field of Higher Education Area 2. Humanities, Professional Field 2.1. Philology, specialty
“Balkan Literatures and Cultures,” for the needs of the “Culture of the Balkans™ Department at
the Institute of Balkan Studies with Centre of Thracology “Prof. Alexander Fol,” Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences, announced in issue No. 63 of The State Gazette (Darzhaven Vestnik) on
August 1, 2025.

1. Information about the Candidate

The sole candidate in the present competition for the academic position of Professor in
Professional Field 2.1 Philology (Balkan Literatures and Cultures), Assoc. Prof. Antoaneta
Borislavova Balcheva, PhD, is a well-established scholar in the fields of Balkan and Slavic
studies, with significant contributions to these disciplines as well as to comparative cultural and
literary research.

Since graduating from the Sofia Russian High School, Assoc. Prof. Balcheva has
consistently expanded her expertise in the humanities and philology. In 1984, she graduated from
the Faculty of Slavic Philology at Sofia University (major in Czech Philology with a second major
in Slovak Language), and from the Faculty of Philosophy at Sofia University with a degree in
“History and Theory of Culture.”

She joined the Institute of Balkan Studies in 1987 as a research associate and defended her
doctoral dissertation entitled The Nature of Romanticism in the Slavic South in 1997. Over the
years, Assoc. Prof. Balcheva has expanded her research into Slavic and Balkan studies and in
Bulgarian—Croatian literary and cultural relations, as demonstrated by her extensive academic
contributions.

Since her habilitation in 2011, she has been an Associate Professor at the Institute
of Balkan Studies with Centre of Thracology, where she also served two terms (2011-2017) as
Scientific Secretary. As one of the most prominent Balkanists and Slavists, Antoaneta Balcheva is
a well-respected figure in both Bulgaria and the international community.

2. Scholarly Contributions of the Candidate

The documents submitted by the candidate clearly demonstrate her substantial scholarly
achievements, distinctive academic style and deep knowledge of cultural and literary history. They
also highlight her significant contributions as an initiator and leader of numerous international
research projects that have enriched Balkan studies not only in Bulgaria but throughout the region.




Throughout her academic career, Assoc. Prof. Balcheva has authored three
monographs, 68 articles and studies, and over 20 reviews and critical essays. She has also edited
one collective monograph and six thematic volumes resulting from national and international
conferences. She has led several major international projects that have been crucial to fostering
academic and cultural exchange between Bulgaria and Croatia and has established a broad research
network among scholars from various institutions.

Her teaching and mentoring activities also deserve recognition: she delivered a
lecture course at the BAS Training Centre titled “The Discourse on Europe in South Slavic
Literatures (19th Century)” and supervised and consulted PhD students and young researchers in
the field of “Balkan Literatures and Cultures.”

For the current competition, the candidate presents an impressive an impressive body of
academic work, including 23 scientific publications — 19 studies and articles published in peer-
reviewed journals and collective volumes, as well as 3 articles indexed in internationally
recognized databases. She has also recently published a monograph entitled The Culture of Travel.
Intertwined Texts and Destinies of Bulgarians and Croats from the Late 19th to the Mid-20th
Century (IBCT-BAS, 2025), which merits particular attention.

3. Contributions of the Monograph

The Culture of Travel. Intertwined Texts and Destinies of Bulgarians and Croats from
the Late 19th to the First Half of the 20th Century. Sofia: Institute of Balkan Studies with Centre
of Thracology, 2025, ISBN 978-619-7179-64-4.

The monograph is the result of the author’s long-standing research into the problems of
cultural and civilizational interaction within the spaces of Southeastern Europe. The study reflects
Assoc. Prof. Balcheva’s long-standing scholarly interest in the culture of travel and the travelling
individual as a fundamental source of vitality and meaning in literature and the arts. Within the
broader framework of modernism — a field to which Assoc. Prof. Balcheva has previously made
notable contributions — the book provides a multifaceted analysis of cultural transfer phenomena
and the role of individual mediators in facilitating such transfers.

Drawing on her previous monographs, this work takes Balcheva’s research to a new
conceptual level by presenting a comprehensive scholarly vision. Based on Bulgarian—Croatian
literary and art-historical parallels, this vision evolves into a kind of phenomenology of the road
and travel within European cultural models and practices.

The study’s broad discursive scope determines its orientation toward a rich methodological
palette, led by comparative, literary-historical, and cultural approaches. The phenomenological




analysis broadens the epistemological scope to encompass philosophy, sociology, psychology, and
anthropology — an integration that is achieved with remarkable success.

The 253-page monograph comprises four chapters, an introduction and a conclusion, as
well as a multilingual bibliography.

Readers familiar with Balcheva’s previous work will appreciate the depth to which she
delves into the research of notable modernists such as the Croatian writer Antun Gustav Mato§ and
the Bulgarian Pencho Slaveykov. With her characteristic focus on cultural dialogue, Balcheva
provides the conceptual and contextual framework necessary to bring lesser-known literary
phenomena and stylistic trends into the realm of scholarly discourse.

By combining the well-known with the newly discovered, Balcheva enriches the
phenomenology of travel, providing examples that are both illuminating and original. Through the
intellectual and emotional mapping of one’s own and the other’s culture, Balcheva’s work aligns
with key European studies on the spaces of the Mediterranean. Consequently, The Culture of Travel
situates Bulgarian—Croatian cultural dialogues within the broader context of Southeastern Europe
as well as the Mediterranean, Central European, and the Black Sea regions, continually unveiling
new thematic areas for analysis.

Although the study is temporally focused on the 19th and 20th centuries, its
phenomenological perspective reaches across various historical epochs of culture and the arts. It
is worth emphasizing the significant contribution of this monograph to the research priorities of
the Institute of Balkan Studies, which has long been distinguished by its numerous publications
and studies on travel writing about and from the Balkans.

4. Scientometric Indicators

The scientometric data provided by the candidate demonstrate that she meets all the
minimum national requirements for the position of Professor.

Assoc. Prof. Balcheva has authored numerous of publications in Bulgarian and other
languages in scholarly journals and conference proceedings. She is not only an active participant
in prominent national and international forums but she is also an organizer of important Bulgarian—
Croatian academic conferences, that bring together specialists in literature, political and cultural
history, art studies, cultural studies, musicology, and related fields.

This active inter-academic collaboration has resulted in 15 joint conference volumes, in
which Balcheva has played a leading role. She has made substantial contributions to the project-
based research activities of the Institute of Balkan Studies, leading a long-term Bulgarian—Croatian
inter-academic project for the past fifteen years and participating in several others within the
frameworks of BAS, the Ministry of Education and Science, and the National Science Fund.




Assoc. Prof. Balcheva is a respected and frequently cited scholar, as evidenced by the
citation data provided.

5. Conclusion

Based on all of the above, I reaffirm my view that the candidate is a well-established scholar
of Balkan and Slavic studies, who has made significant contributions to these academic fields. Her
research, teaching, organizational, and expert activities fully meet the national requirements for
the academic position of Professor.

I therefore strongly support her candidacy and propose that the esteemed Academic Jury
prepare a report and recommendation for the Scientific Council of the Institute of Balkan Studies
with Centre of Thracology “Prof. Alexander Fol,” BAS, for the election of Assoc. Prof. Antoaneta
Borislavova Balcheva, PhD, to the academic position of Professor in the “Culture of the Balkans”
Department, Higher Education Area 2. Humanities, Professional Field 2.1. Philology (Balkan
Literatures and Cultures).
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