OPINION
of Assoc. Prof. Simeon And. Simeonov, PhD
Institute of Balkan Studies with Centre of Thracology “Prof. Alexander Fol” — Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences
regarding the competition for the academic position of Associate Professor
for the needs of the section “The Balkans, 15th—19th ¢.” at the Institute of Balkan Studies with
Centre of Thracology “Prof. Alexander Fol” — BAS

Information about the competition:

In issue No. 63 of the State Gazette dated August 1, 2025, an announcement was published for the
position of Associate Professor in the field of higher education 2. Humanities, professional field
2.2, History and Archaeology (“Foreign Missions in the Balkans, 18th—19th century™).
The necessity and thematic scope of the competition were justified and approved by the Scientific
Council of the IBSCT at the proposal of its section “The Balkans, 15th—19th ¢.” The legal deadlines
and procedural requirements were duly observed. The only candidate who submitted documents

and was admitted to participate is Dr. EImira Mladenova Vasileva.

Brief information about the candidate:

Dr. Elmira Vasileva received her higher education in History (bachelor’s and master’s degrees) at
Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”, later obtaining a professional qualification in “English
Language and Literature” at the same university, as well as completing a “Training for Coaches”
course at the University of Central Lancashire. In 2013, she earned a doctoral degree from the
Institute of Balkan Studies with Centre of Thracology, BAS. She has long-standing professional
experience in research and has held the position of Assistant Professor at the Institute since 2014.
She has also worked as a historian at the editorial office of the journal Etudes balkaniques, and as
a high school teacher of History and English. Her professional background includes several months

of specialization in Slovakia, France, Greece, and Turkey.




Compliance with minimum national requirements:

In the present competition, Dr. Vasileva participates with one monograph and nineteen studies and
articles  published in reputable academic journals and thematic collections.
Her main habilitation work is the monograph Protestant Missions in the European Provinces of
the Ottoman Empire: The Activity of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions
(19th Century — Until the First World War). Almost all her publications deal with various aspects
of foreign missions in the Balkans during the 18th—19th centuries. Thus, her research interests and
publication record fully correspond to the thematic priorities of the IBSCT and particularly to those
of the section “The Balkans, 15th—19th ¢.” The author’s reference list of publications and citations
attached to the documents shows that Dr. Vasileva meets the requirements established by the Law
on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, as well as those stipulated

in the regulations of BAS and the Scientific Council of the IBSCT.

Evaluation of Dr. Vasileva’s academic production:
As the candidate herself notes, her research contributions focus on two main themes —

1. Catholic missions in Southeastern Europe (15th—17th centuries) — four studies and four

articles;

2. The activity of American Protestant missionaries in the European provinces of the

Ottoman Empire (19th century) — one monograph, seven studies, and four articles.

The works on the first topic expand existing knowledge about the historical development of
Catholic missions in the Balkans, focusing on the Franciscan Order’s activities in Bosnia (16th—
17th c.), the policy and literary heritage of the Roman Catholic Church in the region, and the links

between the Catholic movement in the Bulgarian and Bosnian lands.

The second group of publications investigates American Protestant activities in the Balkans during
the 19th century. Their historiographical contributions lie in the adoption of a regional approach
(especially in the monograph), the combination of macro- and microhistorical perspectives on the
roles of individual figures and locations, the study of the connections between missionary,

scholarly, educational, and cultural work, and the introduction into scholarly circulation of a rich




corpus of new archival sources — from the archive of the American Board of Commissioners for
Foreign Missions (ABCFM), the American Farm School in Thessaloniki, the Historical Archive
of Macedonia in Thessaloniki, and the collection of the Evangelical Congregational Church in

Bansko.

One of the main components of Dr. Vasileva’s academic production is her habilitation monograph,
Protestant Missions in the European Provinces of the Ottoman Empire. The Activity of the
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions (19th Century — Until the First World
War) (Sofia: IBSCT-BAS, 2025, 408 pp.), which is composed of an introduction, five chapters, a
conclusion, and a detailed bibliography of sources and scholarly literature, with illustrations

included throughout.

The study examines the development of American Protestant missions under the aegis of the
ABCFM in the European territories of the Ottoman Empire during the 19th century. The topic is
well-chosen and historiographically relevant. The work is organized both chronologically and
geographically, while each chapter’s sections follow thematic divisions according to local
specificities.

Although special emphasis is placed on the Bulgarian lands, the book also discusses missionary
work in Greece and Asia Minor. The activities of Protestant churches in Razlog (1900), Bitola
(1892), Strumica (1890), Monospitovo (1890), Radovish (1891), Murtino (1898), and Drama
(1906) are examined in detail, as well as those in Plovdiv, Stara Zagora, Sofia, Samokov,

Thessaloniki, Korga, and Elbasan.

Dr. Vasileva justifies the need for a comprehensive regional study of ABCFM missions with three
main arguments. First, she argues, because the Balkans, unlike the Middle East and especially the
Holy Land, remain comparatively under-researched by Western scholars. Second, due to the rise
of national and ecclesiastical independence movements among Balkan Christians, the region, in
Dr. Vasileva’s assessment, provides an important case for exploring links between American
Protestantism and these local transformations. Finally, it is noted, the American missionaries
themselves viewed their Balkan missions as interconnected rather than isolated endeavors. Of
particular importance in this regard is her observation that “among all the peoples studied by the
missionaries (Ottoman Turks, Slavic-speaking populations of Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina,

Romanians in Wallachia and Moldavia), they believed the Bulgarians to be the ones most




deserving of attention, considering them—according to the ABCFM organ of 1858— ‘the

instrument chosen by Providence for spreading the truth among the other peoples of this Western
empire of the Turks’” (p. 138).

The monograph uses a broad and varied source base, enabling both a multifaceted understanding
of the ABCFM’s activities and a critical analysis of individual sources. Memoirs, for instance,
offer valuable perspectives for comparing failed missionary initiatives (e.g., in Adrianople) with
successful ones (e.g., in Plovdiv and Samokov). Particularly noteworthy are the sections on the
missionaries’ relations with U.S. and British diplomats in the Ottoman Empire, and Dr. Vasileva’s
conclusion that “by the beginning of the 20th century, it was the missionaries—rather than

diplomats or merchants—who were the principal American actors in the Ottoman world” (p. 374).
To sum up, I would like to outline the major contributions of the monograph:

O A wide and diverse range of sources is introduced into scholarly circulation and critically
analyzed — reports of the ABCFM, correspondence among missionaries, memoirs, ABCFM

publications, periodicals from the Bulgarian Revival, archival records, etc.

O New facts regarding the ABCFM’s activity are established or clarified through careful

critical reading of unpublished materials.

O For the first time, the ABCFM’s activity is revealed in its full Balkan context, with
Bulgarian missions studied alongside those among Greeks, Armenians, Jews, Turks, and

others.

[0 The Balkan perspective enables a more comprehensive and precise understanding of
Protestant activities in the Bulgarian lands, offering a new interpretation of their aims,

chronology, and regional influence.

No instances of plagiarism were detected in the submitted works. The author’s reference list

accurately reflects Dr. Vasileva’s contributions.




Conclusion:

After a thorough review of the competition materials and the candidate’s scholarly output, I
conclude that Dr. Elmira Mladenova Vasileva is a researcher with profound knowledge, solid

methodological training, and significant potential for further development.

As a member of the academic jury, I shall vote in favor of proposing Dr. Elmira Mladenova
Vasileva to the Scientific Council of the Institute of Balkan Studies with Centre of Thracology
“Prof. Alexander Fol” — BAS, for election to the academic position of Associate Professor in the
field of higher education 2. Humanities, professional field 2.2. History and Archaeology (“Foreign
Missions in the Balkans, 18th—19th century™).

Sofia, November 11, 2025 Assoc. Prof. Simeon Simeonov, PhD.................




