OPINION
of Prof. Momchil Nikolaev Metodiev, D. Sc., New Bulgarian University,
professional field 2.2. History and Archaeology,
on the scientific works for participation in the competition for the academic position of Associate
Professor in the field of higher education 2. Humanities,
professional field 2.2 History and Archaeology (History of Bulgaria),
with specialization in “Modern and Contemporary History” (Foreign Missions in the Balkans in
the 18th and 19th Centuries) at
the Institute of Balkan Studies and Center for Thracology at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences,
announced in the State Gazette, no. 63/01.08.2025,

with candidate Senior Assistant Professor Elmira Mladenova Vassileva, PhD

ASSESSMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH MINIMUM NATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

The submitted documents certify that the candidate for the competition Senior Assistant Professor
Dr. Elmira Vasileva meets and exceeds the minimum national requirements set by the Law on the
Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria for candidates for the academic

position “Associate Professor”.

RESEARCH ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS

Dr Elmira Vasileva’s research focuses on two main themes: the history of Catholic missions in
South East Europe in the 15th-17th centuries, and the history of American Protestant missionaries
in the European provinces of the Ottoman Empire during the 19th century. These themes are
present in Bulgarian and world historiography, but Dr Vasileva builds on these achievements
thanks to her exploration of abundant primary source material and her grasp of contemporary
historiographical trends. This enables her to draw important and original conclusions and
generalizations. This is reflected in her numerous articles and studies (20 in total), which have

been published in various academic journals in both Bulgarian and English.



An example of the author’s successful approach can be seen in her main habilitation thesis,
submitted for participation in the current competition. The monograph is titled “Protestant
Missions in the European Provinces of the Ottoman Empire. The Activities of the American Board
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions (19th century — until World War 1)”, Sofia, 2025. In the
monograph, the author examines the issue of the Protestant propaganda in the Balkans during the
specified historical period, correctly presenting the goals, tasks, and methodology and defending
them in the course of the research itself. The study aims to “trace the activities of the ABCFM
missionaries in the European provinces of the Ottoman Empire in the period leading up to the
Balkan Wars and World War I”, to clarify “the essence of Protestant missionary activity” and to
present “a comprehensive picture of the work of the ABCFM in the Balkans” (p. 18). A significant
advantage of the monograph is its rich primary source material, consisting mainly of documents
prepared by the missionaries themselves, supplemented by memoirs, correspondence, and
publications in the periodical press of the time, as well some unpublished manuscripts. This
enables the author to examine these missions “from the inside”, allowing her to draw important

conclusions and generalizations.

This monograph is an exceptionally thorough study of a widely debated and well-represented topic
in historiography. Its main advantage is that it approaches the issue from a completely different
perspective to those in existing Bulgarian historiography, subsequently making different
conclusions possible. In Bulgarian historiography, Protestant missions in the Balkans are usually
viewed from two perspectives. The first is national, emphasizing the contribution of Protestant
missions to the National Revival and overall modernization during the specified historical period.
The second adheres to a strictly denominational perspective and, according to my observations,
became prevalent after 1989. It was developed by representatives of Protestant denominations in

Bulgaria.

The study has a clear and logical structure: an introduction, five chapters and a conclusion. The
first two chapters contextualize the missions in the Balkans within the broader framework of the
development of missionary activity among American Protestant denominations, as well as the
broader history of these missions within the Ottoman Empire. Chapters three, four and five
examine missionary activity in different geographical areas of the Ottoman Empire: among the

Greek population; the activities of the Constantinople station; and the European provinces of the



Ottoman Empire, respectively. The final section presents the results of American missionary

activity in the Balkans.

In my view, the most significant contribution of this monograph is its ability to transcend the
aforementioned perspectives and overcome their limitations by striving for objectivity in the
presentation and analysis of facts. This is particularly evident in the summary, where the author
reaches the robust conclusion that Protestant missions were a form of ‘cultural imperialism’, a
phenomenon that was prevalent during this period. While acknowledging the successes of the
missionaries in spreading high culture, the author argues that their efforts were part of a broader
drive for colonial and commercial expansion. This is evidenced by the sense of superiority that
some missionaries felt towards the peoples in lands under Ottoman rule. Further evidence of this
is the “functional and structural link between American missions and imperialism and colonialism”
(p. 375). While this opinion may seem exaggerated in light of existing Bulgarian historiography
on the subject, it is well-argued and supported by the monograph’s comprehensive presentation of

the history of Protestant missions in the Balkans.

In addition to the monograph, Dr. Elmira Vasileva submitted a total of 20 articles for the
competition. Four studies and four articles are devoted to the Catholic missions in Southeast
Europe in the 15th-17th centuries, while another seven studies and four articles are related to the
activities of American Protestant missionaries in the European provinces of the Ottoman Empire
in the 19th century. The first group of texts focuses on the development of the Franciscan Order in
Bosnia in the 16th-17th centuries and its presence in the lands under Ottoman rule. The second
group of articles and studies, which later developed into the aforementioned monograph, examine
the development of American Protestant missionary activity in specific regions or from the
perspective of specific issues. Impressively, many of these articles have been published in English
and some have appeared in renowned journals such as Etudes balkaniques, as well as in prestigious

academic publications by Brill or Central European University.

In summary, the monograph and the other articles and studies demonstrate a clear research focus
that should be further developed in future. Together, these publications support the conclusion that

Dr Elmira Vasileva is an established, conscientious and respected researcher.



PERSONAL IMPRESSIONS OF THE CANDIDATE

I am familiar with Dr. Elmira Vasileva solely through her scientific works and texts. I would
recommend that she continues to expand her scientific interests and research, examining the
activities of American missionaries in the Ottoman Empire from a comparative perspective with
missionary activities carried out in other parts of the world during the same period (such as the Far
East, for example). This would enable her to contribute to the broader framework of world
historiography on the subject and increase her visibility within the field by publishing more texts

in journals referenced and indexed in world-renowned scientific information databases.

As the attached biographical information shows, the candidate has the necessary language training
and relevant scientific experience, as evidenced by her five specializations at various academic
institutions in France, Turkey, Greece and Slovakia. I am therefore confident that she possesses
the necessary qualities and experience for the academic position of “associate professor” at the

Institute of Balkan Studies and Centre for Thracology at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences.

All this gives me reason to express with full conviction my positive opinion about the candidacy
of Dr. Elmira Vasileva for the academic position of “associate professor” in professional field 2.2
History and Archaeology, with specialization in “Modern and Contemporary History” (Foreign
Missions in the Balkans in the 18th—19th Centuries) at the Institute of Balkan Studies and Center

for Thracology at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences.
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