SOFIA UNIVERSITY “ST. KLIMENT OHRIDSKI”
INSTITUTE OF BALKAN STUDIES & CENTRE OF THRACOLOGY
INSTITUTE FOR HISTORICAL STUDIES
BULGARIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
BALKAN GAMBIT: SOUTHEASTERN EUROPE
BETWEEN EAST AND WEST (1185 — 1285)

APRIL 14-15, 2025

SOFIA, BULGARIA



INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

BALKAN GAMBIT: SOUTHEASTERN EUROPE BETWEEN

EAST AND WEST (1185 - 1285)

ON THE OCCASION OF THE 820™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF ADRIANOPLE

(APRIL 14, 1205)

PROGRAMME

APRIL 14-15, 2025

SOFIA UNIVERSITY “ST. KLIMENT OHRIDSKI”, 15 TSAR OSVOBODITEL BLVD

RECTORATE, NORTH WING, 2N> FLOOR, CONFERENCE HALL

LINK FOR ONLINE PARTICIPATION: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81843259329

ALL TIMINGS ARE EEST; GMT/UTC + 3H


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81843259329

MONDAY, 14 APRIL 2025

8:30-8:55
8:55-9:00

Registration

Official opening

FIRST SESSION  Chair person: NIKOLA DYULGEROV

9:00-9:15

9:15-9:30

09:30-9:45

Ao, A-p CHEXXAHA PAKOBA (lOroszanaaen yausepcuret ,Heodpur
Puackn”) - HoBuM mnpoyuBaHMsl 1O BbIpOca 32 BEHELHUAHCKOTO
yqyacTue B YeTBBPTUA KPBbCTOHOCEH IMOXO0J, U Cb3JABAaHETO Ha
JlaTuHCKaTa uMnepus

Assoc. PROF. DR. SNEZHANA RAKOVA (Southwest University "Neofit
Rilski") - New Research on the Venetian Participation in the Fourth

Crusade and the Creation of the Latin Empire of Constantinople

ITro®. AMH. AMureyn IIoAMBSIHHUM (VMIBaHOBCKU Abp>KaBeH

YHI/IBepCI/ITET) - MscTtoTo Ha A,ZLpI/IaHOl'IOJ'ICKOTO CpaXeHue

(14.04.1205) BbB BOEHHHUTE [IeMCTBUS U MEX/AYHAPOJHUTE OTHOLIEHHUS
Ha BbankaHuTe cies najjaHeTo Ha KoHCTaHTUHOMNOI

PROF. DSC. DMITRY POLYVYANNYY (Ivanovo State University) - The
Place of the Battle of Adrianople (14.04.1205) in the Military Activities
and the International Relations in the Balkans After the Fall

of Constantinople

I'a. Ac. A-P KOHCTAHTMH T'02EB (MIHCTMTYT 3a WMCTOpWYeCKM

m3caeasanusi — bAH) - A Commanis in bello ante Andrinopolim



9:45-10:00

captus fuerit et detentus: PosisTa Ha KymaHuTe B 6uTkata npu OapuH
B CBETJIMHATA HAa HOMA/ICKOTO BOEHHO U3KYCTBO

CHIEF ASSIST. DR. KONSTANTIN GOLEV (Institute for Historical

Studies - BAS) - A Commanis in bello ante Andrinopolim captus

fuerit et detentus: the Role of the Cumans in the Battle of Adrianople

in the Light of Nomadic Military Art

A-P TAAMHA I'bABBOBA (He3aBucum nscaeagosarea) — [ociaeaunm 3a

JlumMmoTrKa U AxpuaHonoJ ciaen 6'bJarapckaTta nobesa ot 14 anpua 1205

I.

DR. GALINA GALABOVA (Independent Researcher & Scholar) -

Consequences for Didymoteicho and Adrianople after the Bulgarian

Victory of April 14, 1205

10:00-10:30 Discussion

10:30-10:45 Break

SECOND SESSION  Chair person: VLADISLAV IVANOV

10:45-11:00 IIro®. A-P VIBEAVIH VIBAHOB (BeaukoTspHOBCKM YHUBepcureT ,,CB.

cB. Kupna n Meroanin") - Xodpoa abo BusnapayeH u BoiiHaTa B
JIJaTUHCKa PoMaHus B HadyasioTo Ha XIII Bek

PROF. DR. IVELIN IVANOV (“St. Cyril and St. Methodius” University
of Veliko Tarnovo) - Geoffrey of Villehardouin and Warfare in Latin

Romania in the Early 13th c,



11:00-11:15

11:15-11:30

11:30-11:45

11:45-12:15

12:15-13:30

CHIEF ASSIST. DR. FRANCESCO DALL’AGLIO (Institute for Historical
Studies — BAS) - A Bulgaro-Vlach-Greek Empire? Kalojan, the

Byzantine Aristocracy of Thrace and the Anti-Latin Alliance of 1205

Ao1i. A-P KAAH VIOPAAHOB (MucTuTyT 32 6aakanucTuka c leHTDp
o Tpakoaorust — BAH) - Cbio3bT Ha nap KasoaH c Typuurte u
TYPCKOTO yd4acThe B AJpHaHONoOJICKaTa OWTKa: CpeJHOBEKOBHA
6askaHcka realpolitik uanu kpbcToOHOCHA nponara”ja?

Assoc. PROF. DR. KALIN YORDANOV (Institute of Balkan Studies &
Centre of Thracology — BAS) - Tsar Kaloyan's Alliance with the Turks
and the Turkish Participation in the Battle of Adrianople: Medieval

Balkan Realpolitik or Crusader Propaganda?

A-P ABUYE3AP KPBHCTEB (He3aBumcuMm wm3caeagoBatea) - /[lBete

M3pabpuKyBaHM nucMa Ha ¢yopeHTHHella boHkoMnanbo aa CUHSA OT
1215r. (1226 1.) - U3BOP 3a enoxaTa Ha nap KanosiH
DR. LACHEZAR KRASTEV (Independent Researcher & Scholar) - The

Two Fabricated Letters of the Florentine Boncompagno da Signa from

1215 (1226) - a Source for the Era of Tsar Kaloyan

Discussion

Break

THIRD SESSION  Chair person: GEORGI DIMOV

13:30-13:45

A-p TEPBEA IlomnoB (Co¢gwmiickm ynmsBepcurer ,CB. Kamment

Oxpuackn”) - IlpucbeauHABAaHETO HA HWCTOPHUKO-reorpadckara



13:45-14:00

14:00-14:15

14:15-14:30

o6s1acT MakejoHUS KbM BbJIrapckoTO LLApCTBO NPHU yIpaBJIeHUETO Ha
nap Kasosn (1197 - 1207)
DR. TERVEL POPOV (Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”) - The

Annexation of the Historical-Geographical Region of Macedonia to the

Bulgarian Empire under the Reign of Tsar Kaloyan (1197 - 1207)

A-P AHEAUSA MAPKOBA (He3aBucum nscaeaoBarea) - llap KanosH

(1197 - 1207) B wuaeoJsiorndyecka 60opb6a 3a BOEHHO-NOJUTUYECKO

HaJMOIIe

DR. ANELIA MARKOVA (Independent Researcher & Scholar) - Tsar

Kaloyan’s (1197 - 1207) Ideological War for Military-Political

Supremacy

BaAAVICAAB ATAHACOB (TioOmHreHCKM yHMBepcUTeT) - YHUATa

Mexay uap KanodH u PuM - peannsnpaHeTo Ha MOJeJs Ha KOHCEHCYC

Mexay M3TouHa u 3amajHa I'bpkBa B CpeIHOBEKOBUETO

VLADISLAV ATANASSOV (University of Tiibingen) - The Union

between Tsar Kaloyan and Rome - a Model for the Successful
Implementation of a Consensus between the Eastern and Western

Church in the Middle Ages

A-p Kupna HEHOB (PonHgammss "bbarapcko mMCTOpMYIECcKO

HacaeacTBO") - TuTinTe Ha 6'barapckus Baajeten Kanosx (1197-1207)

DR. KIRIL NENOV (Bulgarian Historical Heritage Foundation) - The

Titles of the Bulgarian Ruler Kaloyan (1197-1207)



14:30-14:45

14:45-15:15

15:15-15:30

ITPO®. A-P ITEHKA JAHOBA (VIHCTUTYT 3a MICTOPMYECK M3CAeABaHVIS
— BAH) - 3amo gesnata Ha nap KasosH ce cnoMeHaBaT pSAKO B

HWTAaJIMAaHCKATa peHeCaHCOBa HCTOPHOIIHNC

PROF. DR. PENKA DANOVA (Institute for Historical Studies — BAS) -

Why Are Tsar Kaloyan’s Deeds Rarely Mentioned in Italian

Renaissance Historical Literature

Discussion

Break

FOURTH SESSION  Chair person: KALIN YORDANOV

15:30-15:45

15:45-16:00

Aou. A-pTEorry AMMOB (MHCcTUTYT 3a OaakaHMcTHKa ¢ [leHTHP IO
Tpakoaorusa — BAH) - Kiumatuynute npomMeHH KaTo ¢akTop B

ucrtopusTa Ha lOrousrouyna EBpona npes XII B.

Assoc. PROF. DR. GEORGI DIMOV (Institute of Balkan Studies &
Centre of Thracology — BAS) - Climatic Changes as a Factor in the

History of Southeastern Europe in the 12t Century

A-PI'Proryt CUMEOHOB (MIHCTUTYT 3a BU3aHTUVICKI Y1 HOBOTP'BIIKM
m3caeABaHMsI KbM BrueHckust yauBepcureT) — ba/lkaHUTe B HA4aJIOTO
Ha XIII Bek: egyMH pavioH MeXAy IMOJUTHYECKUTE U NPUPOJHUTE

CbTpeceHust



16:00-16:15

16:15-16:30

16:30-16:45

DR. GRIGORI SIMEONOV (Institut fiir Byzantinistik und Neograzistik
der Universitit Wien) - The Balkans at the Beginning of the Thirteenth

Century: A Region Stricken by Political and Natural Disasters

Ao1l.  A-P MIOAHHA BEHUYEBA (Copminckm ynmsepcurer ,CB.

Kanmment Oxpuackn”) - XpaHaTa Ha KpbCTOHOCLIUTE

Assoc. PROF. DR. JOANNA BENCHEVA (Sofia University “St. Kliment
Ohridski”) - The Food of the Crusaders

Assoc. PROF. DR. VLADISLAV IVANOV (Institute of Balkan Studies &
Centre of Thracology — BAS) - Latin "Deserters” in the Enemy Camp:
A Few Cases from the Military History of the Latin Empire of

Constantinople

Aou. A-p AESIH PABOBSIHOB, I'A. AC. A-P METOAU 3AATKOB
(HammonaseHn apxeoaormdecku WMHCTUTYT ¢ mysein — BAH),
MuprOCAAB AECUUKOB (He3aBucum m3caeagoBarea) - Mexay M3Toka
)5 3ana,qa: XJIa,ElHI/ITe OPBXKHA OT 6'bJIFapCKI/ITe 3€MHU B Kpad Ha I1epruoa
Ha BusaHTHUNCKOTO BJIAAUYE€CTBO U IIPHU YIIPABJIEHHUETO HaA II'bPBUTE

AceneBuwm (1150 -1270r.)

ASSOC. PROF. DR. DEYAN RABOVYANOV, CHIEF ASSIST. DR. METHODY

Z1LATKOV (National Archaeological Institute with Museum - BAS ),
MIROSLAV LESICHKOV (Independent Researcher) - Between East and
West: Bladed Weapons from Bulgarian Lands in the End of the
Byzantine Domination Period and During the Reign of the First

Asenids (1150 - 1270)



16:45-17:00 Dr. GRANT SCHRAMA (Queen's University, Kingston) - Between

Rome and Constantinople: Roman Identity in Epiros, 1204-1285

17:00-17:30 Discussion

TUESDAY, 15 APRIL 2025

FIRST SESSION  Chair person: FRANCESCO DALL’AGLIO

9:00-9:15 DR. STEPHEN POW (University of Calgary) - A Reassessment of the

Objectives of Béla Ill in his Wars against the Byzantine Empire

9:15-9:30 AssOC. PROF. DR. MARCO FASOLIO (Universita del Piemonte

Orientale, Vercelli) - Another Epirus? Michael VIII Palaiologos’s

Diplomacy towards Trebizond and its Long-Term Consequences

9:30-9:45 I'a. Ac. A-p AeHUIIA IIETPOBA (MIHCTUTYT 3a HMCTOpHMYECKN
nscaeasauusi — bAH) - [lucmoto Ha gecnot fkoB CBeTocsaB [0
mutponosuT Krpus Il B KOHTeKCcTa Ha peJIMrMOo3HAaTa MOJIMTUKA Ha

bankanute npe3 XIII B.

CHIEF ASSIST. DR. DENITSA PETROVA (Institute for Historical Studies
— BAS) - Jacob Svetoslav's Letter to Metropolitan Kirill III in the

Context of the Religious Policy in the Balkans in the 13t Century



9:45-10:15

10:15-10:30

Discussion

Break

SECOND SESSION  Chair person: DIMITAR V. DIMITROV

10:30-10:45

10:45-11:00

11:00-11:15

11:15-11:45

11:45-12:00

NATHAN D.C. WEBSDALE (University of Oxford) - Memory, Future,

and an Ambitious Landscape: Recreating Byzantine-Bulgarian
Macedonia in the Thirteenth-Century Hagiography of St. Clement of
Ohrid

PROF. Dsc. KYRILL PAVLIKIANOV (Sofia University “St. Kliment
Ohridski”) - Donations and Atrocities of the Byzantine Emperor
Michael VIII Palaiologos towards the Bulgarian Athonite Monastery of

Zographou and his pro-Uniate Policy towards the Papacy

Aon. a-p Knrna MAPUHOB (YEuBepcuret B /10a3) - TbpHOBIrpaj

npes morJieAa Ha JApyrute: caydasaT ¢ [eopru AKpomosiuT

Assoc. PROF. DR. KIRIL MARINOW (University of Lodz) - Tarnovgrad

Viewed by the Others: The Case of Georgios Akropolites

Discussion

Break



THIRD SESSION  Chair person: PENKA DANOVA

12:00-12:15

12:15-12:30

12:30-12:45

don. aA-p AuMuteP B. AMNTPOB (IlaoBamBCcKM yHMBepCcUTET
Jancnin Xuaenaapckn”) - EHpuko JlaH[0/I0 M BEeHEIMaHCKOTO

y4yacTue B OUTKaTa Npu AApHUaHONOJ

Assoc. PROF. DR. DIMITAR V. DIMITROV (“Paisii Hilendarski”
University of Plovdiv) - Enrico Dandolo and the Venetian

Involvement in the Battle of Adrianople

I'a. Ac. A-p CUMEOH XMHKOBCKU (Co¢duiicku yHusepcuret ,CB.
Kanment Oxpuackmn”) - Hayasoto Ha roseMus [JByO6Oii:
BeHelUaHCKo-reHye3kuTe oTHoumeHusa XII-XIII B. B KoHTekcTra Ha

OaJIKaHCKaTa MOoJUTHKA

CHIEF ASSIST. DR. SIMEON HINKOVSKI (Sofia University “St. Kliment
Ohridski”) - The Beginning of the Great Duel: Venetian-Genoese

Relations in the 12th-13th Centuries in the Context of Balkan Politics

Adon. a-p HukoaA AwareroB (Coguiicku yHusepcurer ,,Cs.
KanmenT Oxpuackn®) - MopckuTe cu/IM Ha JaTUHUTe B PoManHus

npes XIII Bek

Assoc. PROF. DR. NIKOLA DYULGEROV (Sofia University “St. Klimet
Ohridski ”) — The Naval Forces of the Latins in Romania in the 13t

Century



12:45-13:00 I'a. AC. A-P MAPHO ®1ANTIOB (IHCTHUTYT 3a OaakaHmcTuKa ¢ LleaTnp

1o Tpakoaorus — BAH) - IMupatute ot Anmuca (Omu) npe3s XIII Bek

B A,Z[pI/IaTI/I‘-IeCKO MOope, BeHeHHaHCKaTa AbpPKaBa W HaJIaraHETO Ha

BeHellMaHCKaTa AoMUuHanus B UcTpus

CHIEF ASSIST. DR. MARIO FILIPOV (Institute of Balkan Studies &
Centre of Thracology - BAS) - The Almissa Pirates in the 13t Century
in Adriatic Sea, the Venetian State and the Imposition of Venetian

Domination in Istria

13:00-13:30 Discussion

13:30-13:45 Closing remarks



THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

ASSOC. PROF. DR. NIKOLA DYULGEROV
(SOFIA UNIVERSITY "ST. KLIMENT OHRIDSKI")

ASSOC. PROEF. DR. KALIN YORDANOV
(INSTITUTE OF BALKAN STUDIES & CENTRE OF THRACOLOGY - BAS)

CHIEF ASSIST. DR. FRANCESCO DALL’AGLIO
(INSTITUTE FOR HISTORICAL STUDIES - BAS)

email: balkangambitconference@balkanstudies.bg
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