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OPINION

by

Assoc. prof. Hristiyan Atanasov Atanasov PhD, University of Library Studies and
Information Technologies (ULSIT), written in his capacity of a member of the scientific jury
appointed by Order Ne 105 P/I-16/1.07.2022 of the Director of the Institute of Balkan Studies

and Centre of Thracology at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

About: a competition for Associate Professor in higher education area 2. Humanities,
professional field 2.2. History and Archaeology (Protoindustrial Development
of the Bulgarian Lands in the 19™ Century), promulgated in the State Gazette
issue 38 of 20™ May 2022, for the needs of Regional Museum of History
(RMH) — Silistra

1. Brief information on the competition candidates

One candidate has been admitted to the competition — Nikolay Ivanov Todorov, director
of RMH - Silistra. PhD of History of Veliko Tarnovo University “St. St. Cyril and
Methodius”. Topic of the dissertation: “Bulgarian Society in Tulcha during the Revival”.

2. Meeting the requirements for holding an academic position

The reference of meeting the minimum national requirements under Art. 2b, para. 2, 3
and 5 of LDASRB shows that the candidate exceeds the scientometric indicators required by
law, which is a guarantee that the procedure for his habilitation will be successfully

completed from a purely formal point of view.



3. Brief description of the presented scientific works/publications

The candidate - Nikolay Todorov presents a total of two monographs, one study and five
articles to the scientific jury. The one monographic study (“Honest and Faithful People. The
Bulgarian Community in Tulcha during the Renaissance”, 2021, Yambol: IK Tendril) is
actually a revised and supplemented version of his dissertation work and therefore will not be
considered in the scientific opinion, but it is important to mention it as it carries the necessary
quantitative indicators reflected in the candidate's scientometrics. The other six publications
presented (one study and five articles) are undeniably important contributions that testify to
the continuous growth of Nikolay Todorov as a junior and very promising scholar. All
publications are in editions that are part of the reference list of NACID, and four of them are
published in the Bulletin of the Center for Economic-Historical Research, a yearbook that
has a well-established system of scientific editing and peer review, and is accordingly

indexed in the world database data on scientific publications - SCOPUS.

4. Synthesized evaluation of the habilitation work

The habilitation work presented by Nikolay Todorov is his monograph: “The Shepherd
Aristocracy. The economy of Kotel and Dobruja in the 1930s-40s”, Yambol: IK Tendril. The
total volume of the work is 396 pages, including an impressive number of used primary
(archival materials) and secondary (published research) sources. The chronological
boundaries of the monograph include the time from the end of the 18 century to the 1850s.
An extremely good time frame, which, as the author writes, is suggested by the source
material itself, but actually fills one of the whiter and unknown periods of the history of the
city and the region, and of the Bulgarian lands as a whole. This is the time from the
beginning of the end of the Kardzhalian anarchy to the Crimean War (1853 — 1856). A very
important period, as far as the changes of the Tanzimat begin, which will affect the fate of
the Bulgarian population, especially at the local and micro level. This good coincidence -
new sources and a relatively unknown period is a prerequisite for a contribution research,

something that the candidate Nikolay Todorov took advantage of in the best possible way.



I will briefly note that the monograph has the standard distribution of chapters — three
chapters, named in a very original way. The first chapter (“And look out for the treasure...of
the abadji* — Professional structure of Kotel population”) presents the population of Kotel
from the point of view of their professional engagements. The second chapter — “When we
return from Dobrudja — our pouches are full of money — Kotel pens in Dobrudja” — focuses
on two topics — the kisla (shielings) and ¢iftlik (barns) of Kotel people. Chapter three
“Shepherd Aristocracy or Notes on the Kotel Elite focuses on Kotel people who have the
formal and non-formal marks and can be classed as firsts, wealthy people, elite.

I will briefly mark only three of the otherwise numerous merits of the book, on which the
candidate should be specially congratulated. First of all, Todorov is far from remaining
focused solely on Kotel and the region. On the contrary, he places it in a much wider context
- pan-Bulgarian, pan-Ottoman, and at times pan-European. This is done very skillfully and
thus makes it easy for the reader to distinguish the specific local from the general. It is
particularly useful that the candidate skillfully presents theoretical debates on various topics.
In fact, this is his main method of operation. Thus, Todorov boldly enters the important
theoretical controversies surrounding proto-industry, homesteads, and elites, and each of the
three chapters of the monograph is in fact placed not only on a factual but also on a
theoretical basis. Last but not least, I will note the impressive archival material that Nikolay
Todorov uses in his research. These archival documents are written in different languages -
Ottoman, Bulgarian and Greek. I can only congratulate him on the tremendous work done.
This tremendous work on gathering, reading, processing, clustering and analyzing the
Ottoman registers of the temettuat and niifus types was worth it — the result is an extremely

useful research with enormous scholarly value.

5. Major critical notes and recommendations

I would not point out any significant shortcoming of the presented scientific
developments. I can point out individual cases where the text of the monographic study, for
example, becomes a bit unclear and needs additional reading to highlight the author’s opinion

more clearly. There are also some cases of technical errors. However, these are too



insignificant, even minor notes. The candidate’s scholarly works have all the positive
qualities that such research should have, and are essentially an important and substantial
contribution to the history of Kotel, Dobrudja, the Bulgarian Revival and the Ottoman

Empire as a whole.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, I will definitely state that I will vote "IN FAVOR", and most
convincingly I formulate a completely positive opinion for Nikolay Ivanov Todorov to be
appointed the academic position of “associate professor” in professional field 2.2. History
and Archeology (The proto-industrial development of the Bulgarian lands in the 19 century),
for the needs of RMH - Silistra.
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