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by Assoc. Prof. Dr. lvo Topalilov
Institute of Balkan Studies and Centre of Thracology "Prof. Alexander Fol" -
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
by the competition
for the academic position of “Associate Professor”
by professional direction 2.2. History and Archaeology
(North Aegean Basin in the first half of the 1st millennium BC),
for the needs of the Center for Thracology, announced in State Gazette no. 63/ 26.07.2024
with the only candidate is chief assistant professor Dr. Petya Velichkova llieva.

In the competition for the position of Associate Professor at the Institute of Balkan
Studies with the Center of Thracology "Prof. Alexander Fol" — Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
(IBCT-BAS), based on a decision by the Scientific Council of IBCT-BAS (Protocol No. 17/
09.07.2024) and a Scientific Jury established by Order No. 87 RD-16/18.09.2024 from the
Director of IBCT-BAS, there is one candidate — Senior Assistant Dr. Petya Velichkova llieva.

Dr. llieva holds a Master’s degree in Archaeology from Sofia University “St. Kliment
Ohridski,” obtained in 2000, and an additional Master’s degree from Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki, Greece, awarded in 2009. In 2006, she earned her Ph.D. at Sofia University “St.
Kliment Ohridski” after successfully defending her dissertation titled “Aegean Thrace between
Bistonida and Propontis (8th-6th Century BC).” Since August 1, 2014, after a competitive
selection process, she has held the position of Senior Assistant at the Center of Thracology,
IBCT-BAS.

Between 2014 and 2024, Dr. llieva also worked as a part-time lecturer at the National
Aprilov High School in Gabrovo and, from July 25, 2008, to December 31, 2009, at the Ephorate
of Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities with a museum in Komotini, Greece.

The competition documentation submitted by Dr. Petya Ilieva demonstrates that her
research activities meet the minimum national requirements for the academic position of
Associate Professor, in accordance with Article 2b (2) of the Law for the Development of the
Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (ZRASRB), and Article 1a (1), respectively, Appendix
(field 2, professional field 2.2) of the Regulations for the Implementation of ZRASRB. Her
qualifications also fulfill the additional conditions stipulated in Article 24 of ZRASRB, Article 53

of the Regulations for the Implementation of ZRASRB, and are in line with the Regulations on




the conditions and procedures for awarding academic degrees and occupying academic
positions at IBCT.

The candidate is participating in the announced competition with one monograph, ten
studies, and five articles.

The monograph, which is in fact her habilitation work, P. llieva. The Late Geometric and
Early Archaic North-Eastern Aegean. Through the Emergence, Distribution and Consumption
of “G 2-3 Ware”, Walter de Gruyter, 2014 was published in English by the prestigious German
academic publisher Walter de Gruyter. Its completion is the result of her extensive work with
the collections of various museums along the Aegean coast (Kavala, Amphipolis, Thessaloniki),
in Troy, and on several Greek islands (Thasos, Samothrace, Lemnos, and Lesbos) and can be
seen as the culmination of her many years of scholarly activity. The monograph focuses on the
ceramic group G 2-3 Ware. Her research on its emergence, production, distribution, and
consumption allows for an exploration of the cultural development of the northeastern
Aegean region during the Late Geometric and Early Archaic periods (second half of the 8th-
7th century BCE).

The work comprises seven chapters, an appendix, a bibliography, a name index, and
52 illustrative plates, totaling 212 pages. The first chapter (Introduction and History of
Research, pp. 1-9) provides an introduction, a review of the research status, the study’s
objectives, and the methods used, which include not only traditional approaches but also
modern technological analyses, including X-ray spectroscopy. The second chapter
(Recognising G 2-3 Ware: Technological Features and Ornamental System, pp. 10-28)
showcases the candidate’s analytical skills in extracting and synthesizing information from
ceramic vessels. This analysis allows her to outline the distinctive technological characteristics
and decorative challenges, leading to the identification of three primary chronological phases
for this type of pottery, spanning from the mid-8th to the second half of the 7th century BCE.
The third chapter (Repertory of Shapes, pp. 29-62) presents an exceptionally detailed
classification of all shape categories that comprise the G 2-3 Ware ceramics. In Chapter Four
(Centres of Manufacture and Distribution Patterns. The Question of Origin, pp. 63-72), the
study addresses issues related to the identification of the origins (proposed by the author as
Troy), the production centers, and the distribution patterns of the ceramics. Using an
interdisciplinary approach with ceramic sample analyses from various sites conducted through

micro-XRF spectroscopy, the author suggests that the primary production centers are likely




Troy and the island of Lemnos. Chapter Five (Chronology, pp. 73-80) refines the development
phases of the pottery and their specific features, proposing that the first half of the 7th century
BCE represents the peak period of this ceramic type. In Chapter Six (Introduction, Adoption
and Consumption of G 2-3 Ware by Northern Aegean Communities: A Contextual Approach,
pp. 81-98), the social contexts in which this ceramic group was used are discussed, including
daily life, ritual, and funerary contexts. The analyses conducted thus far are summarized in the
final chapter, Chapter Seven (The Late Geometric and Early Archaic Northern Aegean: A
Ceramic Perspective, pp. 99-113), where the author presents the processes and phenomena
shaping society in the Northern Aegean during the Early Iron Age. Among the key conclusions
is the concept of a Northern Aegean cultural community—koine—comprising diverse ethnic
groups such as the Thracians, Luwians in Troy, and inhabitants of Lemnos (a mix of Thracians,
Mycenaean Greeks, and possibly Anatolian populations). This community’s identification is
based on the production, distribution, and use of G 2-3 Ware prior to the establishment of
Greek colonies in the Northern Aegean basin.

llieva’s research sheds light on the significance of the human factor, discussing the
possible maritime routes of communication across the Northern Aegean basin during the
period in question. It also explores the transfer and assimilation of new technological
knowledge, as well as the social and ritual practices (such as libations and banquets) adopted
by Thracian communities inhabiting the southern coast of Thrace during this time.
Additionally, the study considers the possible origins of the people involved in navigation, the
transport and exchange of goods, and the spread of ideas.

The Appendix of the monograph presents the results and interpretations of p-XRF
fluorescence spectroscopy (pp. 115 — 127), followed by an extensive bibliography with over
260 references (pp. 129 — 136) and an index of place names (pp. 137-138). The 52 attached
plates illustrate the pottery, situational contexts, and site plans from key locations where this
type of ceramics was found.

The work makes an exceptional contribution and is essential for any specialist dealing
with the issues of the Early Iron Age in the Aegean basin. It is the first comprehensive study of
its kind on a specific ceramic category—the vessels crafted in the G 2-3 style. Its publication
by such a prestigious academic publisher, following a rigorous anonymous peer-review

process, further attests to its high quality.




In addition to her habilitation monograph, Petya llieva is participating in the
competition with 10 studies and 5 articles published in English (13), Bulgarian (1), and Greek
(1) across Bulgarian and international journals. These works primarily focus on the study of
ceramic vessels or assemblages, covering a chronological span from the Bronze Age to the
middle of the first millennium BCE. This research theme is also present, to varying degrees, in
other studies by the candidate (nos. 2, 4, 5, 7, 8), including those dedicated specifically to the
G 2-3 Ware group (nos. 5, 11, 12, 13, 14).

llieva’s research employs a complex analytical approach, examining the role of
ceramics within diverse contexts—archaeological, social, political, economic, and cultural.
This approach enables her to explore the interactions between the Thracian population of
Northern Aegea and the surrounding islands and the Greeks, both before and during the
establishment of Greek colonies (nos. 1, 6, 7, 10). It is evident that successful Greek settlement
was critically dependent on harmonious coexistence with the local Thracians, whose unique
characteristics are analyzed in several of her articles (nos. 1, 4, 9, 11).

The analytical nature and the comprehensive approach of Petya llieva’s research,
which combines various sources—archaeological, historical, epigraphic, and others—are
noteworthy. In addition to the publications mentioned so far, | must also highlight one in
which she offers a comparison of Aeschylus’ Lycurgus with scenes from Attic and South Italian
vase painting from the 5th and 4th centuries BCE, exploring the possible connections between
these two forms of visualizing the myth (no. 3).

It must be noted that Petya llieva is an undisputed authority in the field of study she
represents. This is clearly evidenced by her annual work on ceramics at the invitation of Greek
colleagues specifically on this topic within various projects, as well as by the numerous
lectures she has delivered at the invitation of Bulgarian (2) and foreign institutions (8). The
latter significantly outnumber the former, along with her participation in national (10) and
international (27) scientific congresses and conferences, as well as her involvement in an
international traveling seminar conducted at sites along the Aegean coast and inland Turkey
by the Getty Foundation. Her recognition is also evident in the impressive citation of her
research in highly esteemed scholarly studies and publications that are refereed and indexed
in globally renowned databases.

The presented publications show no evidence of plagiarism, and the list of

contributions is comprehensive and accurate.




The qualities of the proposed research and publication activities provide me with
grounds to recommend to the members of the Scientific Jury to elect Assistant Professor Dr.
Petya Velichkova llieva to the academic position of “Associate Professor,” and to the members
of the Scientific Council of the Institute for Balkan Studies with a Center for Thracology to

support this decision.

November 5, 2024

Associate Professor Dr. lvo Topalilov




