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EXPERT OPINION
by
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumyana Georgieva,
member of an Academic committee
Regarding: competition for holding of an Academic position Associated Professor (Field of
Higher education 2. Humanities, professional area 2.2 History and Archaeology) announced
for the needs of the Centre of Thracology at Institute for Balkan Studies and Centre of
Thracology “Prof. Alexander Fol,” BAS, in State Gazette No. 63/26. 07. 2024

There is only one candidate for the announced competition with a subject “The
Northern Aegean in the first half of the 1% mill. BC” — Dr. Petya Velichkova Ilieva. Her
submitted documentation meets the requirements of the applied “Reference for fulfilment of
the minimum state requirements in accordance with article 26, paragraph 2, 3 and 5 of the
ADASRB” and follow the Regulations for the conditions and order of acquiring scientific
degrees and holding Academic positions at IBSCTh “Prof. Alexander Fol,” BAS.

Petya Ilieva holds an MA (2000) and a PhD (2006) in Archaeology from Sofia
University “St. Kliment Ohridski,” as well as MA (2009) from the Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki. Since August 2014 she holds an Assist. Prof. position at the Centre of
Thracology at IBSCTh, BAS.

Petya Ilieva applied in the competition for holding of the academic position
Associated Professor with a monograph, ten extended articles (studia) and five articles, all
published after her doctoral viva and selected in order to meet the metrics requirements of the
ADASRB. The full bibliographic reference of her publications includes 33 titles, 16 of which
published after her appointment as an Associated Professor at the Centre of Thracology. Ten
lectures, delivered upon invitation from national (2) and international (8) institutions should
be added to the list of activities, as well as presentations at national (10) and international (27)
academic congresses and conferences, reviews of scholarly research (2) published in
prestigious editions, editorial work (3) and research work within various projects, including
an international travelling seminar along the Aegean coast of and inland Turkey in 2018,
2019, 2022 and 2024.

The monograph, which Petya Ilieva authors (P. Ilieva. The Late Geometric and Early
Archaic North-Eastern Aegean. Through the emergence, distribution and consumption of “G

2-3 Ware.” Berlin-Boston: Walter de Gruyter, 2024) was published in English by the

1




prestigious German Academic Publishing House Walter de Gruyter. Its accomplishment
resulted from long-lasting research in the collections of various museums along the Aegean
coast (Kavala, Amphipolis, Thessaloniki), in Troy and some Aegean islands (Thasos,
Samothrace, Lemnos and Lesbos). This activity, alongside the specialisation of the author in
leading European academic centres could not have been realised without the logistic, financial
and collegial support from scholars from Greece, Great Britain, Switzerland etc. The main
focus of the research is a ceramic group, usually referred to as G 2-3 Ware. The discussion of
its emergence, manufacture, distribution and consumption provided the basis for the study of
the culture of North-eastern Aegean in the second half of 8 — 7" c. BC.

The monograph consists of 7 chapters, an appendix, which presents the results from a
fabric analysis of 117 samples of G 2-3 Ware, originating from Samothrace, Lesbos, Argilos,
Eion, Neapolis and Thasos, a bibliographic list, index of place-names and 52 illustrative
plates.

Chapter one (Introduction and History of Research, 1 — 9) includes introduction, a
history of research and the important, for the research, methods of study. In chapter two
(Recognising G 2-3 Ware: Technological Features and Ornamental System, 10 — 28) are
discussed the diagnostic features of G 2-3 Ware, which allow for its identification, as well as
its specific technological features and painted decoration, divided chronologically into an
early, developed and late variant from the mid-8" down to and including the second half of
the 7" ¢. BC. Chapter three (Repertory of Shapes, 29 — 62) focuses on the repertory of shapes
typical for the G 2-3 Ware vases. Significantly, the mode of presenting this ceramic ware
follows completely the modern standards of work with this mass archaeological material. In
chapter four rnasa (Centres of Manufacture and Distribution Patterns. The Question of
Origin, 63 — 72) are discussed the origin (in Troy, according to the author, due to the
noticeable blending of two different ceramic traditions there — the Anatolian and the Greek
one, 70-72), centres of manufacture and distribution patterns of G 2-3 Ware. Chapter five
(Chronology, 73 — 80) complements the preceding discussion with the evidence available at
present for setting the vases within broader chronological frames, beyond the conventionally
accepted dating in the first half of the 7 ¢. BC (p. 73), perceived by the author as the time of
its floruit. According to Petya Ilieva the chronology of the G 2-3 Ware vases dates their
manufacture and distribution before the foundation of the Greek poleis in the Northern
Aegean where these were used by the native Thracian population, as well as by the
inhabitants on Lemnos, Troy and Tenedos. The sites where such vessels were discovered are

commented in chapter six (Introduction, Adoption and Consumption of G 2-3 Ware by
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Northern Aegean Communities: A Contextual Approach, 81 — 98) and their use in domestic,
burial and cult context is convincingly proved.

The content of Chapter seven (The Late Geometric and Early Archaic Northern
Aegean: A Ceramic Perspective, 99 — 113) is a logical end of this study and offers a complex
and grounded reading of the processes of social, economic and cultural character, which
definitely go beyond the study of pottery in the Northern Aegean basin. Since this part of the
book attracted my attention during my first reading of the book, I will allow myself to offer
extended comments on the conclusions and hypotheses suggested in it, which contribute to
the focus of study.

As illustrated by the distribution map, G 2-3 Ware vases were discovered all over the
Northern Aegean, while their transportation is linked to certain maritime routes, restored in
accordance with the sea and wind currents. According to Petya Ilieva the island of Lemnos is
the key site for their distribution, although the appearance of G 2-3 Ware was not a
consequence from a purposeful commerce, but rather resulted from interactions linked to the
search of metals. Sailors from the Eastern Mediterranean (Cypriots, Phoenicians) were its
primary agents of transportation. It is exactly this circulation of ships and people during that
period, which provides grounds for the suggested link between the cult practices in the
Kabeirion on Lemnos and the worship of the Great Gods on Imbros and Samothrace.

While discussing the manufacture of G 2-3 Ware, the author examines in detail the
mechanism of its emergence in Troy and the surprising contribution of the Lemnian potters,
well acquainted, according to her, with a broad range of earlier and contemporaneous ceramic
styles, who enriched the repertory of the group with new shapes and ornamental schemes. The
fabric analysis indicates that the island of Thasos was amongst the centres of manufacture, as
well as its peraia, where itinerant potters were likely active (p. 102, 105).

The examination of shapes and the repeating combinations of these in various sites
leads to the conclusion that the vessels from this pottery group were part of a drinking set,
probably used during public events of varying nature (p. 106-107). The analysis also indicates
that various categories of vases were used in cult, burial and domestic contexts.

While clarifying the problems associated with the manufacture of the G 2-3 Ware and
the exchange patterns, the local Thracian inhabitants of the region are frequenily mentioned.
These, according to the author’s hypothesis, could have been active participants in the pre-
colonial processes (especially the community on the island of Thasos). According to Petya
Ilieva the finds from the earliest levels in a number of sites (Eion, Argilos, Thasos etc.)

witness the adoption of Aegean lifestyle by the native communities and did not result from the
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first Greek attempts for a permanent establishment in the region. Furthermore, some
Thracians from the coastal zone of the Northern Aegean, encountering the practice of writing
on Thasos and Lemnos, seem to have adopted it towards the end of the 7% or the beginning of
the 61 ¢. BC. These observations do actually manifest the early orientation of the culture of
the local Thracian population rather towards the south/south-east rather than to the north,
which makes it hard to identify through expected and usual archaeological evidence.

Petya Ilieva’s book is a timely and very useful work. The appendix of colour
illustrations of fragments and full shapes of G 2-3 Ware will undoubtedly help its
identification amongst the ceramic assemblages of each site, while the fabric analysis with
micro-XRF (Appendix. u-XRF Fluorescence Spectroscopy, 115 -~ 127) and the
comprehensive reading of the events in the North-Eastern Aegean in the second half of the 8™
— 7% ¢. BC are an unquestionable contribution to this thorough study.

The extended articles (studia) and the articles (group I') with which Petya Ilieva
participates in the competition were published in English (13), Bulgarian (1) and Greek (1)
languages in prestigious Bulgarian and international editions. In their majority these are
devoted, in both geographical and culture-historical terms, to the broad subject for the
Thracians in the Northern Aegean before, during and after the Greek colonisation. Nearly half
of these (nos. 2, 4, 5, 8, 11 — 14 according to the list provided by the candidate) discuss single
pottery vessels or assemblages, whose location suggests a link with territories inhabited by a
Thracian tribe (for example Kikonians in the area of the Mount Ismaros, nos. 2, 4) or ceramic
forms deserving special attention (nos. 5, 8, 12, 13) and illuminating interactions, which led to
the emergence of a Northern Aegean koine in the field of the ceramic manufacture during the
gh.6™ ¢. BC. It is exactly due to the pottery studies (nos. 11-14), which visualise the changes,
under eastern and southern influence, in the life-style of the Thracian communities in the area
from the 8™ ¢. BC onwards. These changes led to novelties in the everyday life (for example
the introduction of table and luxurious wheel-made vases). in burial customs and even in the
cultic realm.

The studies of the candidate focused on the co-existence between Thracians and
Greeks in the examined area form another research topic (nos. 1, 6, 10). The objective
analysis of the written sources and archaeological evidence supported the conclusion that the
Thracian presence on islands such as Thasos, Samothrace and partly Lemnos is clearly
noticeable before the arrival of the first Greeks there. At the same time, in certain areas of the
continent (west of Bistonis Lake) the Thracians and the Greeks settlers lived peacefully side

by side, while in other micro-regions (between Bistois Lake and Hebros/Maritsa River) the
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Thracians dominated in demographic and even political terms. The study on the burial
customs in Aegean Thrace during the Early Iron Age (no. 9) is also relevant to this research
field. Likewise, the comparison drawn between Thrace-related myths, as told by the ancient
authors with their visualisation through vase-paintings from the Classical period (no. 3) falls
within the same research topic. The interest in the island of Samothrace and its sites and
monuments discovered there (nos. 7, 15) is the reason for the author to join the discussion on
the origin of the island’s inhabitants and the nature of the cult activities held in the Sanctuary
of the Great Gods of Samothrace.

The monograph and the research articles of Petya Ilieva form a significant contribution
to the study of the culture in the Northeastern Aegean before, during and after the Greek
colonisation. These present her not only as an outstanding connoisseur of the Geometric and
Archaic antiquity in the studied region, but also, as illustrated by the list of citations, provided
beyond the required documentation, as a leading expert at home and abroad on the subject of
the announced competition. All publications, which I examined carry her impact as an author
and there is no evidence for plagiarism in these texts, while the list of contributions overlaps
with my own observations and conclusions, shared above.

Therefore, I convincingly suggest to the members of the Academic committee to elect
Assist. Prof. Dr. Petya Velichkova Ilieva for the Academic position Associated Professor and
to the members of the Academic Board of the IBSCTh “Prof. Alexander Fol” — to support this

election.

November 6, 2024

Sofia Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumyana Georgieva




