OPINION

for: competition for the academic position of ,associate professor” in 2. Humanities,
professional field; 2.2. History and archaeology (Ancient archaeology) for the needs of the
Regional Historical Museum - Sliven, announced in the State Gazette No. 39 / 13.05.2025.

by: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Kalin Stoev, ULSIT, member of the Scientific Jury based on order
No. 36 RD-16/ 16. 06. 2025 of the Director of IBCT-BAS

In the competition for the academic position of ,,associate professor announced in the
State Gazette No. 39 / 13.05.2025 for the needs of Regional Historical Museum - Sliven, the
only candidate with documents is Dr. Georgi Kovachev, therefore my obligation as a member

of the National Council to compare the required indicators with other applicants is waived.

Dr. Kovachev has extensive education and training as a historian, archaeologist and art
history specialist. He graduated in history from the Faculty of History of the VTU “St. St. Cyril
and Methodius” in 1992 and aquiered PhD in archaeology from the same institution in 2001.
In the period 2001-2005 he also obtained a “bachelor” degree in art history from the College
of Charleston, USA. Georgi Kovachev's professional experience includes teaching at Trident
Technical College and working as a curator at the Regional Historical Museum - Sliven, where

he currently works.

The candidate's education and professional competences are clearly evident in the
subject matter and quality of his research, which is mainly focused on archaeological
monuments related to ancient art in the Thracian lands of southeastern Bulgaria. The production
that Dr. Kovachev presents for the competition consists of two monographs, one of which is
the habilitation work, and the other - a publication of his dissertation, one chapter of a collective
monograph and 19 studies and articles. In my opinion, I will mainly examine the candidate's

habilitation work and will characterize the other scientific production.

The habilitation work of Dr. Georgi Kovachev is entitled “Ancient Hybrid
Theriomorphic Creatures from Southeast Bulgaria” (Sofia, 2025, 203 p.). The subject matter
of the book can be defined as important and topical, as it concerns rare images and works of

art, some of which are only sporadically presented in ancient sources, but seem to embody




archaic ideas of the ancients about the world and nature. The monograph was provoked by the
artifacts discovered in recent decades in the region under consideration, depicting the hybrid
theriomorphic creatures Hypalectryon, Griffin, Pardalocampus, Hippocampus, Cerberus and
Pegasus, to which the six chapters of the book are dedicated. The chapters follow a similar
approach — the archaeological situation surrounding the domestication of the “component”
parts of the theriomorphic animals, tracing their appearance in art, analysis of written
information and comparison of the “domestic” images with parallels from other ethnic and
political landscapes. Dr. Kovachev’s research is detailed, and the approach can be described as
multidisciplinary and multifaceted. The analysis of literary sources and artifacts with similar
images in other parts of the ancient world is distinguished by its comprehensiveness and
precision. Some contributing points stand out, such as the argumentation of a new identification
of some of these images or the loading of these objects with new characteristics — e.g. the
hypolectryon of a ruler’s symbol (pp. 40-47); Arguing the connection of theriomorphic
creatures with a certain cult (e.g. pardalokampa with that of Dionysus (105-107), etc. The
griffin is studied in particular detail: in the analysis of the image of a griffin from the head from
Dalakova Mound, coming up with the acceptable hypothesis that its production was from an
Athenian workshop (pp. 79-80). It can be summarized that the monograph is a contribution to
the field of history, archaeology and art history in our lands and introduces into scientific
circulation artifacts, concepts and hypotheses that are convincingly developed and open up a

field for additional research in the subject.

The candidate's articles and studies reveal a rich scientific output in the field of
archaeology in the Sliven region. The study “Ancient Cults in Sliven Area in the 2™ — 3
century” (BHR, 4, pp. 111-113) deserves special attention, where the previously known
artifacts related to the Thracian religion are analyzed and conclusions are drawn about the
health-giving significance of deities such as Heracles and Dionysus. The votive tablets are topic
of other of the candidate’s articles, in which localizations of local sanctuaries or corrections of
the locations of the sites are proposed. The candidate's good familiarity with the archaeological
picture of Thracian beliefs in antiquity allows him to derive a hypothesis about the roots of the
sacred load of the Sliven Holy Forest in antiquity in the collective monograph ,, The Monastic
Community of Mount Athos Sliven and the Region in the 12th-17th Centuries.* (Faber, Veliko
Tarnovo, 2011, 228 pp., co-authored with Ivan Rusev), where G. Kovachev, based on the spread
of ancient cult practices and rites, traces the roots of the sacral load of the Sliven Holy Forest

in antiquity.




It can be summarized that the candidate presents scientific production that contributes
to the clarification of the culture and worldview of the ancient inhabitants of our lands and
complements the archaeological picture of Southeast Bulgaria. This gives me reason to give a

positive opinion for awarding the academic position of “associate professor” to Dr. Georgi
Kovachev.

Sofia, Assoc. Prof. Dr.

05.10.2025 Kalin Stoev




