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REPORT
by Prof. Alexandre KOSTOV Ph.D., D. Sc.
Corresponding Member of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
Institute of Balkan Studies with the Center of Thracology - BAS
on a competition

for the academic position of "Professor" in the field of higher education 2. Humanities,
professional field 2.2. History and Archaeology (Bulgarian-Greek Relations in the
XIX - XX Century) for the needs of the section "Modern Balkans" of the Institute of
Balkan Studies with Centre of Thracology "prof. Alexander Fol", announced in issue

55 0f 15.07.2022 of the "State Gazette"

One candidate - Yura Toteva Konstantinova was admitted to the competition.
She is a graduate in history, with a specialization in modern and contemporary history
and a second major in Greek philology at Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski”. In
2006 she defended her dissertation for the of educational and scientific degree
“Doctor” on "Balkan Policy of Greece in the late 19th and early 20th century". In
2014, she successfully habilitated with his major work “Bulgarians and Greeks in the
Struggle for the Ottoman Heritage” (Sofia, Faber, 2014, 296 pp. ISBN 978-619-00-
0025-9).

In 2020 Yura Toteva Konstantinova acquired the scientific degree "Doctor of
Sciences" with a dissertation on "The Bulgarians in Thessaloniki from the 1860s to the

Balkan Wars".

In 2008, Yura Konstantinova was elected as a senior assistant professor at the
then Institute of Balkan Studies at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, and in 2014 -
as an associate professor at the joint Institute of Balkan Studies with the Center of
Thracology - BAS. In the past years she has been involved in a number of Bulgarian
and international projects of the Institute, some of which she was the leader. At the

same time, J. Konstantinova has taught specialized courses for PhD students at the



Centre for Training of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and New Greek language
courses at several universities. In addition to the educational and project activities, it
should be noted the active international activities of Assoc. Prof. Konstantinova, She
was a participant and organizer of a number of international conferences, as well as a

compiler of several academic and documentary publications in Bulgarian and English.

Associate Professor Konstantinova is the author of five monographs (one in
English) and dozens of articles, studies and reviews published in academic journals in
Bulgaria and abroad. In the present procedure she is participating with two
monographs, published after the decisions of the Scientific Council of the IBS&CT-
BAS - "Bulgaria and Greece in a Labyrinth of Monologues" (Sofia, IBRC, 2022, 350
pp. ISBN: 978-619-7179-28-6) and "The Bulgarians in Ottoman Thessaloniki" (Sofia,
IBRC, 2020, 440 pp. ISBN: 978-619-7179-12-5), which was published on the basis of

a dissertation for the award of the degree of Doctor of Science.

Along with these, she has submitted two chapters of collective monographs and

eight articles and studies (four in Bulgarian and four in English).

The monograph "Bulgaria and Greece in a labyrinth of monologues" is the
result of the long-standing work of Assoc. Konstantinova with Bulgarian-Greek
relations in the modern era The book consists of an introduction, four chapters, a
conclusion, appendices and a bibliography. In addition to the historiography relevant
to the topic, a wealth of data from Bulgarian and Greek institutional and personal
archives has been used to write the book. The monograph consistently traces the
development of Bulgarian-Greek political, consular, economic and cultural relations,
focusing on the still painful topic of the history of the Greek communities in Bulgaria
and of the Bulgarian communities in Greece. The work is also valuable in bringing to
light persons and events that have so far remained outside the attention of specialists.
It reveals the nature and development of bilateral relations and enriches our ideas
about the processes that took place in the Balkans during the period under
consideration. The study not only summarizes the knowledge of Bulgarian-Greek

relations, but also raises a number of hitherto understudied but important issues of



bilateral relations, such as consular appointments, economic relations and the

treatment of the neighbor as seen through the eyes of diplomats.

In his habilitation thesis of Assoc. Prof. Konstantinova, as well as in her other
research, her desire to analyze the presented processes in a comparative perspective is
evident. And the result of her efforts is successful. The comparative approach applied
by the author emphasizes the parallel study of historical processes and the presentation
of more than one perspective on historical events, with the intention of contributing to
a better understanding of the mechanisms that drive Balkan societies and the policies
of their elites. This approach is obviously positively appreciated by colleagues in our
southern neighbour, because it is the articles of Assoc. Prof. Konstantinova's papers,
devoted to the comparative analysis of Bulgarian and Greek claims in the years of the
most violent confrontation of the two nations in the first decades of the twentieth
century, were published in the publications of the University of Athens and the
Institute of Balkan Studies in Thessaloniki. I have no significant comments to make on

the submitted habilitation thesis.

Among the main topics covered in the other publications of Assoc. Prof.
Konstantinova, presented in the competition, is the one about the Bulgarian population
in Ottoman Thessaloniki. It is developed both in her monograph "The Bulgarians in
Ottoman Thessaloniki" and in four of the submitted articles and studies. In them, the
author shows the demographic aspects in the process of formation and development of
the Bulgarian community in the city, traces the development of Bulgarian education
there and analyses the place of the big Aegean port in the historical memory of the
Bulgarians. Her research on Ottoman Thessaloniki highlights the importance of
Bulgarians among the multinational mosaic of the population in the commercial city
and contributes to the understanding of the demographic and political processes taking

place in the European possessions of the Ottoman Empire in its late period.

I would like to point out that from the very beginning of her work at the
Institute of Balkan Studies (since 2010 IBS&CT), Yura Konstantinova has shown a
sustained interest in Bulgarian-Greek political, religious, economic, cultural and

scientific relations and has gradually refined her expertise in this field of academic



research. This has allowed her in recent years to publish research tracing processes
over longer chronological periods and analysing contemporary developments in
bilateral relations. An example of such research is the two chapters she wrote in the
collective monographs “Masks Down! Nationalism in the Balkans in the Twentieth
Century" (Sofia, Paradigm, 2018), and "Contemporary Balkans: the Challenges of the
21st Century” (Sofia, Tendril, 2021).

In general, I agree with the authors' statement of the academic contributions of

the papers to which J. Konstantinova in the competition.

Not only the papers presented by Assoc. Prof. Konstantinova's publications and
the citations, but also her participation in projects, conferences, collective academic
works, as well as her educational and public activity show that she is already an
established scholar in the field of Balkan history. Moreover, they bring her points far
beyond the minimum academic requirements of the Law on the development of
academic staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and its implementing regulations. The
candidate's contributions exclude the possibility of plagiarism in her works and leave

no doubt as to the reliability of the scientific data presented.

All of the above is undoubtedly sufficient reason for me to vote positively for
the election of Assoc. Prof. Yura Konstantinova to the academic position of
"Professor" in the field of higher education 2. Humanities, professional field 2.2.
History and Archaeology (Bulgarian-Greek Relations in the XIX - XX Century) for
the needs of the section "Modern Balkans" of the Institute of Balkan Studies with the

Centre of Thracology "Alexander Fol".
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(Corr. member prof. Al. Kostov)



