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Statement e e
by Prof. Dr. Roumiana II. Preshlenova

about the materials for participation in the competition
for the academic position "associate professor",
announced by IBSCT-BAS (SG No. 85/25.10. 2022)
for the needs of section "Modern Balkans"
in the area of higher education 2. Humanities,
professional field 2.2. History and Archaeology
(International Relations in the Balkans in the 19th Century)

The only candidate in the competition for the academic position
"associate professor" announced by the IBSCT at the BAS for the needs of
section "Modern Balkans" (SG no. 85/25.10. 2022) in the area of higher
education 2. Humanities, professional field 2.2. History and Archaeology
(International Relations in the Balkans in the 19t Century), is Dr. Simeon
Andonov Simeonov. From the submitted materials one can see that he
fulfils the minimum national requirements under Art. 2b, para. 2 of ZRASRB
and Art. 53 of the Regulations for the Application of ZRASRB for occupying

the academic position "associate professor".

For participation in the competition, Dr. Simeon Simeonov presented
the following scholarly publications:

- two monographs, the first of which (Creators of the Western World:
How the consuls created the modern international order. Sofia, IBSCT -
BAS, 2022) was published on the basis of a revised doctoral dissertation,
and the second one (Francisco de Miranda in the Balkans: The birth of the
idea of independence of Latin America. Sofia, IBSCT - BAS, 2022) is a
habilitation thesis;

- four studies and one article in English, published in scientific
publications, referenced and indexed in databases with scientific
information;

- one article in Russian, published in an edited collective volume;
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- list of citations.

Dr. Simeonov completed his education at the University of Heidelberg and
the Chicago University, and he defended his doctoral dissertation at Brown
University in Providence, USA. Therefore, all his publications, except for the
two monographs and the article in the collected volume of the Russian
Academy of Sciences, are in English. In his habilitation work, however, he
demonstrates a good knowledge of Bulgarian historiography and a
fascinating style in his native language. Simeon Simeonov is also fluent in
German, French, Spanish, and Russian. His first monograph is devoted to
universal civil and human rights and the international consensus on state
sovereignty. The book evidences his solid training in history and theory of
international relations at the end of the 18t and the first half of the 19th
centuries. The candidate successfully applied the accumulated knowledge
in his habilitation thesis entitled Francisco de Miranda in the Balkans: the
birth of the idea of Latin American independence. With it, Dr. Simeonov
strengthens the Balkan direction in his work. The book consists of a
biographical reference (of Fracisco de Miranda), an introduction, six
chapters, a conclusion, list of sources and a bibliography. It represents an
original, complete, and comprehensive study of the subject and contains
all the necessary attributes of a monograph according to the requirements
of ZRASRB. In the monograph, the author explores the processes of decline
of two great empires in the European south - the Spanish and the Ottoman
ones - beyond the birth of national movements, the penetration and spread
of Western ideologies such as the Enlightenment, liberalism and free trade,
that traditionally are most attractive problems for scholars. It does so
through the biography of Francisco de Miranda, a remarkable figure in the
global history of the late 18t and early 19t centuries, an era of scientific
discoveries, wars, and revolutions that changed the world forever. Having
an excellent knowledge of foreign and Bulgarian historiography on the
subject, Dr. Simeon Simeonov explores how the collapse of the two great
empires transformed the geopolitical framework. With this, he embedds



European history in a global context. The author revises the prevailing
opinion that "only revolutionary processes in Western Europe are
considered carriers of global historical development, while the greater
number of such developments in the "periphery" represent either simply
regional variations of the Western scenario or phenomena of a purely local
nature without particular significance for the Western-centric account of the
creation of the modern world” (p. 13). Thus, he also questions the
simplification of complex historical processes in the late 18t and early 19t
centuries, which ignores local specificity and projects Western models onto
the "global periphery". Through the account of the forgotten odyssey of the
"Predecessor" of Latin American independence Francisco de Miranda in the
Balkans, Dr. Simeon Simeonov motivates the need for a careful local study
of the revolutionary processes, of entangling different national histories and
only then of globalizing the account of the "Age of Revolutions" as birth of
the modern world. He also emphasizes the need to combine micro- and
macro-history. One of the contributions of Dr. Simeon Simeonov is that he
offers a comprehensive reconstruction of his activity in South-Eastern
Europe and examines this little-studied period of his life as key to his
revolutionary career. It is based on Miranda's diaries, his correspondence,
his journalistic activity, and new archival sources. Using the methods of
transnational history, the author presents Miranda's main thesis that the
nation does not exist in a historical-geographical vacuum, but is a product
of continuous negotiations, conflicts, and coalitions, which allows to
understand the ideological development of the revolutionary in the Balkans.

According to Dr. Simeon Simeonov, getting to know the ethnic and national
diversity of the Balkans gave Miranda new ideas about the relationship
between nation and individual, as well as about the emergence of the
national idea in the context of foreign imperial power. He pays special
attention to "Oriental despotism" beyond its structural significance in the
discourse building the European image of this phenomenon. Dr. Simeon
Simeonov also highlights the specificity of consuls in the Balkans in their



role as cultural mediators, as well as the politicization of culture and cultural
differences. In the context of the new diplomatic history, Dr. Simeon
Simeonov considers Miranda's manifestations in the Balkans as a strategic
field of revolutionary activity between imperial geopolitics and national self-
awareness. The study of the scale and functions of the diplomatic and
consular networks as a system that largely determined his actions and
decisions is also a contribution. The author shows how emerging
globalization strongly influenced Miranda's experiences in Southeast
Europe and prompted him to build intellectual parallels, personal
acquaintances, and communication channels on five continents that
connected Latin America with North America, Western Europe, Russia, Asia
Minor, the Balkans, and in three cases analyzed in detail - Africa. The
interdisciplinary approach allows Dr. Simeon Simeonov to innovatively use
travel literature both as a historiographic achievement and as an object of
study through the highly erudite traveller's interpretation of authoritative
Western European travel publications. In his diaries, declared part of the
World Cultural Heritage of UNESCO in 2006, Dr. Simeon Simeonov
discovers "an eclectic and cosmopolitan personality who knows how to read
different registers of social interactions" (p. 22), equally convincingly
present in consular meetings, roadside shops, and relations with those
close to the imperial courts. He supplements his observations with
information from the Spanish archives in Alcalad de Henares in order to fully
illuminate Miranda's biography. The author combines the in-depth analyzes
of the sources with a fascinating narration, as well as with an excellent
knowledge of history and international relations.

In the works submitted for participation in the competition, I do not find
any plagiarism, illegal use of foreign publications or unreliability of the
presented scientific data.

Conclusion: Dr. Simeon Andonov Simeonov meets the requirements of the
current ZRASRB for occupying the academic position of "associate
professor". With his theoretical and linguistic training, he has the potential



to develop in the traditional for the IBSCT field of international relations in
the Balkans and beyond the region. This gives me reason to confidently
recommend to the Scientific Council of the IBSCT at the BAS to elect Dr.
Simeon Andonov Simeonov as an associate professor in the area of higher

education 2. Humanities, professional field 2.2. History and archaeology.

Sofia, 02.03.2023

Prof. Dr. Rumyana Il. Preshlenova



