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OPINION

by professor D.Sc. Svetlozar Vladimirov Eldarov,
Institute of Balkan Studies with Center for Thracology — BAS,
for the academic production of associate professor D.Sc. Bisser Petrov Petrov,
presented in a competition for the scientific position “Professor”,
professional field 2.2. History end Archaeology

(International Relations on the Balkans in the 1940s)

The competition has a single candidate for an associate professor Bisser
Petrov. The documents submitted by him with the attached publications are
completed according to the requirements of the Law on the Development of the
Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations for its
Implementation at the IBCT — BAS and provide an opportunity for scientific
analysis.

Bisser Petrov has an excellent educational and scientific background,
graduated from the Faculty of History of SU "Kliment Ohridski", was a doctoral
student at the Institute of Balkan Studies and successfully defended his
dissertation work for the scientific and educational degree "doctor” at the same
institution where he has worked since 1999. In 2010, with the presentation of a
habilitation work, he held the academic position of "associate professor", in
2017, he acquired the scientific title of "Doctor of Historical Sciences" with the
defense of a dissertation work. He is fluent in written and spoken English and
Russian, serves himself well with Serbian and Modern Greek.

I have direct observations and impressions of Associate Professor B.

Petrov's research activities since the year he entered the IBCT, I know most of



his publications, I have attended conferences with his participation, and
therefore I can state at the beginning of my opinion that he has every reason to
acquire the academic position of "professor". In fact, Associate Professor B.
Petrov could have claimed it five years ago with his monograph "Bulgaria and
the New Slavic Movement (1941 - 1948)", since in terms of content, form and
scientific contributions it fully meets the requirements of the Law on
development of the academic staff in the Republic of Bulgaria. However, he
preferred to adhere to the unwritten rule at IBCT that the international and
national authority of the institution obliges scientists to first defend the so-called
"major doctorate" and only then to claim professorship status.

Therefore, I find it legal and ethical for the candidate to offer this
monograph for review in the competition, along with three studies and articles
that form a kind of thematic circle in his research activity. This is the political
use of the Slavic idea revived by Stalin during the Second World War and its
role on the purposes of Soviet foreign policy in the initial stage of the Cold War.
The study "The Bitter End of the New Slavic Movement, 1947 - 1948" and the
articles "The Slavic Factor in the Foreign Policy of Fatherland Front Bulgaria"
and "The Personality of Exarch Stefan of Bulgari through the Eyes of Soviet
Generals" further develop and upgrade the thematic vectors of the cited
monograph. Here I will explicitly emphasize that the topic of the new Slavic
movement in the years of the Second World War and in the post-war period
until the moment when my colleague B. Petrov became involved with it, was
completely unknown and undeveloped in Bulgarian historiography. In practice,
with this topic, he opens up a whole new cognitive space and masters it
scientifically not only with the pioneering passion, but also with the insightful
analysis of the experienced historian. His monograph was developed at the level
of theoretical summaries and solutions to a significant scientific problem, which
contains not only interdisciplinary aspects, but also has applied potential for the

analysis of current geopolitics. As a reviewer member of the Scientific Jury for



the defense of Assoc. Prof. B. Petrov's dissertation for the acquisition of the
scientific title "Doctor of Historical Sciences" in 2017, I gave a categorically
positive opinion of his work; I confirm my opinion now as the author of an
opinion about the qualities of the cited monograph and the other three
publications from this thematic circle.

The second thematic circle in the candidate's publications presented for
the purposes of the competition is formed by the monograph "Diplomacy and
subversion in the Balkans: "Diplomacy and Subversion in the Balkans: British
Policy towards Albania during and after the Second World War", the study "The
Neglected Ally: Zog of Albania in British Military Plans ' and the articles '"The
Occupation of Albania of 1939 in the Light of Anglo-Italian Relations' and "The
Soviet Military Mission in Greece and the British-Soviet Division of the
Balkans into Spheres of Influence'. The chronological scope of the monograph
covers the period from the Italian occupation of Albania to the first years of the
Cold War. The topic is original for Bulgarian historiography, many archival
sources have been drawn on, including unpublished documents of the Foreign
Office, a number of promulgated documents and memoirs, as well as a rich
bibliographic basis. The author's chosen structure of two chapters with five
paragraphs each is scientifically based and suitable for research goals and tasks
of the work. This structuring is consistent with the chronological approach and
successfully combines the lively language with the clear thought of the author to
facilitate a full development of the scientific presentation. The other three
publications of this thematic work, which do not repeat parts of the monography,
but are problematically independent, also have an original and contributing
character.

In the publications presented by Associate Professor B. Petrov for
participation in the competition for the academic position of "professor", I do
not find any signs of alleged plagiarism or compilation, and I accept them as

authentic original author's publications.



I accept as credible and objective the applicant's author reference for the
contributions of his scientific publications submitted for review in the
competition.

The table of minimum requirements, completed and signed by the
applicant, also ensures that he has grounds to claim the academic position of
"Professor".

On the basis of the analysis of the presented scientific works, with this
opinion I positively assess the high scientific level of the candidate's research
and publication activity. This gives me the reason to vote positively for
awarding the academic position "PROFESSOR" to Associate Professor, D.Sc.
Bisser Petrov Petrov in the professional field 2.2 History and Archaeology

(International Relations on the Balkans in the 1940s).

Sofia, November 16, 2022

Professor D.Sc. Svetlozar Eldarov



