INSTITUTE OF BALKAN STUDIES WITH A CENTER FOR THRACOLOGY

"PROF. ALEXANDER FOLL"

STATEMENT

By Prof. Dr. Ilya Simeonov Prokopov — Regional Historical Museum “Acad.
Yordan Ivanov”, Kyustendil. Appointed as a member of the Scientific Jury by
Order No. 38 RD-16/16.06.2025, of the Director of the Institute of Balkan Studies
with the Center for Thracology “Prof. Alexander Fol”, for the scientific works of
Dr. Georgi Gospodinov Kovachev in a competition for the academic position of
“associate professor” in the field of higher education 2. Humanities, professional
field 2.2. History and archaeology (Ancient archaeology) for the needs of the
Regional Historical Museum - Sliven, announced in the State Gazette No.
39/13.05.2025.

Dr. Georgi Gospodinov Kovachev is a researcher with a clear profile and many
years of practice in the field of history, archaeology. and art history. Graduated
with a master's degree from the Faculty of History of the University of Veliko
Tarnovo "St. St. Cyril and Methodius" in 1987-1992. Curator at the Regional
Historical Museum Sliven in the period 1990 - 1998. Doctoral student at the same
university from 1997 to 2000, where in 2001 he received the educational and
scientific degree "Doctor". He lives in the USA, and from 2001 to 2005, he
studied at the College of Charleston, Department of Arts. From 2009 to 2012, he
was a teacher at Battery Creek High School, 1 Blue Dolphin Dr., Beaufort, USA.
He continues his work as a lecturer in anthropology at Trident Technical College,
North Charleston, USA, from 2015 to 2024. In 2024, he was again appointed as a

curator at the Regional Historical Museum in Sliven.

For his successful work and realization, his position at the Regional Historical
Museum Sliven is of great importance, where he combines practical activities with
theoretical research daily. In his work, he is in the field, among the objects in the
museum collections and exhibits. The experience gained as a teacher in the USA

also has a serious influence on his growth in science.




The total number of works submitted for reviews and opinions is ... of which:
Monographs 2 pes.; Studies 1 pc. (3.11.3.); Publications 16 pes., (I11. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8,
9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18). with summaries in Bulgarian and English.

All works proposed for review have been published.

The habilitation work of Dr. Georgi Gospodinov Kovachev, “Ancient Hybrid
Theriomorphic Creatures from Southeastern Bulgaria,” Kovachev Press 00D,
204 p. ISBN: ISBN: 978-619- 257-068-2. (I.1.) examines the monuments of
ancient hybrid theriomorphic creatures. The habilitation work has a volume of 203
pages with content: introduction; CHAPTER ONE Hippalektrio; CHAPTER
TWO Griffon; CHAPTER THREE Pardalocampus; CHAPTER FOUR
Hippocampus; CHAPTER FIVE Cerberus; CHAPTER SIX Pegasus; Conclusion;
List of used sources, literature, and electronic publications; List of illustrations
and figures. The rich literature used contains several hundred titles, in Bulgarian
and mainly in the congress languages. Already in the introduction, G. Kovachev

defines his goals and objectives, as well as the methods of scientific research.

The territorial scope of the study is Southeast Bulgaria. Chronologically, it covers
the entire ancient period. The studied objects were discovered during regular
archacological research, as well as those received in museum collections from the
same territory. The author uses a combined interdisciplinary approach., He
examines the find in its archaeological context, follows the procedures after
conducting the archaeological research, documentation, conservation, and
restoration activities, documenting the studied objects, and prepares a historical,
iconographic, and also an analysis in the field of art history. The methodology of
the work requires a special perspective on work, using the point of view and
position of those who placed the cultural value in the position in which it was
found. The work examines mythical hybrid creatures depicted on objects. The
author analyzes the functions of theriomorphic creatures, the connection with the
embedded symbolism, and their ritual and utilitarian use. The author's conclusions
point to the message that is embedded in the images of theriomorphic creatures.
This is a demonstration of their power and ability to protect their owners. This is a
separate panel, part of the entire ancient cosmogony, and the idea of the ancient
people about the order in the universe. The author sees these ideas in the

mythological connections built between people and gods in the physical and




spiritual world in the form of metaphors, ceremonies, and practices. A material
element of which are the six analyzed objects of door art. The study has many
contributions: it illuminates a segment of the ancient art and culture of the local
population from the territory of today's Southeast Bulgaria expressed in the
examined monuments; expands the scope of the study of the usual practice and
beliefs of the Thracians; creates prerequisites for subsequent studies of
theriomorphic creatures and their significance for people in the ancient world and
in particular for the local population. G. Kovachev studies the changes and
adaptations of the images of theriomorphic creatures for a solid period and
registers their influence on other types of art, depiction, and on objects and coins.
The findings reflecting the influences and connections of the Thracian aristocracy
and population with Macedonia and Persia, as well as with the cities in Asia

Minor, are important and beneficial.

The monograph Bulgarian lands between the Eastern Stara Planina and Strandzha
Mountains in the 12th-14th centuries (historical and archaeological study). Veliko
Tarnovo: Faber, 2002, 196 p. ISBN: 054-775-085-2. (1.2.) is not the subject of this

opinion.

A study in a scientific journal (3.11.3.) is proposed for review: Kovachev, Georgi
(1997). Ancient Cults in the Sliven Area in the 2nd -3rd Century. - Bulgarian
Historical Review (BHR), No. 4, pp. 111-133. ISSN — 0204-8906. Dedicated to
the cult monuments in the area of the city of Sliven. They are a reflection of the
religion of the local population during the Roman era, 1st-4th centuries. These are
votive tablets and statues dedicated mostly to the Thracian Horseman, but also to
Apollo the Horseman, Zeus, Hera, Dionysus, Heracles, Asclepius, Hygieia, and
the three nymphs. The author analyzes the emergence and flourishing of the cult,
whose apogee is in the second half of the 2nd century and until the end of the 3rd
century. The conclusions are built on serious arguments obtained from an analysis
of the archaeological finds and their localization. The study introduces into

scientific circulation numerous archaeological monuments analyzed in their

context, which is a contribution to science.

The proposed articles in scientific collections and journals are 15 (II1. 4, 5, 6,7, 8,

9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18). All of them are the authorship of G.




Kovachev alone. They are entirely dedicated to the stated field of scientific
interest of the author. They examine the selected topic, and with each new
publication, G. Kovachev builds on it with new materials and conclusions. All of
these publications complement the map of studied cult archaeological monuments
from the region of Southeast Bulgaria. Providing not only new empirical matetial
but also accompanied by reasoned conclusions, this is a valuable contribution to

Bulgarian archaeology, art history, and historical science.

The reference for the citations of the works of Dr. Georgi Kovachev shows that

they are well-known and necessary for other researchers.

I have no comments on the substance.

The works proposed for reviews and opinions are the personal work of Dr. Georgi
Kovachev. They reflect his studies as a museum curator and researcher. His work
can be chronologically seen. One can note the systematicity and consistency of the
topic, the creation and upgrading of his own scientific production. The author, Dr.
Georgi Kovachev, knows the objects of his research, the sources of information,

and the publications of other authors who have worked on the topic very well.

Conclusion:

Dr. Georgi Gospodinov Kovachev meets the minimum national requirements for
holding the academic position of “associate professor”. Having become
acquainted in detail with the attached documentation on the competition, the
publications, and the scientific activity, I will vote with conviction and positive
“Yes” that Dr. Georgi Gospodinov Kovachev deserves to be awarded the
academic position of “associate professor” in the field of higher education 2.

Humanities, professional field 2.2. History and archaeology.

Sofia

02.10.2025




