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The vocabulary of Phrygian
Vladimir Orel 

Tel Aviv University

In the present paper I would like to give a summary of my studies of the Phrygian language 
in their lexicological and etymological aspects. The material below is represented in the form 
of an etymological glossary combined with a concordance. All Phrygian words and unidenti­
fied fragments are adduced together with their translation, grammatical description, etymology 
and contexts as well as short references to relevant publications. The objective of this paper is 
to present Indo-Europeanists and Balkanists with necessary material for further etymological 
studies in the field of Phrygian. Etymologies presented below were excepted from Haas 1-4, 
Neumann
Brixhe1“13, Heubeck1-2 as well as В a y u n - O r е 1 1-9 and several publications of 
Lubotsky1-5. Some etymologies and identifications were given by the author (Orel 1_6), 
a few explanations are suggested here for the first lime.

The glossary is based on the corresponding part of my forthcoming monograph The 
Language of Phrygians

Phrygian forms are adduced in two forms: (1) generalized phonemic transliteration (bold) 
used whenever the word can be etymologically and/or lexicologically identified; (2) “narrow” 
transliteration (italics for Old Phrygian, Greek for New Phrygian).

I. Numbering and abbreviations
Inscriptions are numbered according to the principles of Brixhe-Lejeune: every text has its 

own symbolic description consisting of a prefix, i.e. a capital letter or two letters (for its local­
ization and/or chronology etc.), and figures corresponding to its number (1—99 for lapidary 
inscriptions and from 100 for inscriptions of instruments). In New Phrygian, prefixes are fol­
lowed by a superscript asterisk. The prefixes are as follows:

M — the so called “city of Midas”, an acropolis in West Phrygia, to the South-West of 
Yazihkaya, 55 km to the North-East of Afyon-Karahisar.

W — West Phrygia, the area at the river-heads of the Sangarios river (modern Sakarya) 
between the city of Kotieion (modern Kutahya), Nakoleia (modern Seyitgazi) and Afyon- 
Karahisar).

B — ancient Bithynia, down-stream Sangarios.
G — the ancient city of Gordion on the right bank of the Sangarios river.
C — Central Phrygia, an artificial mound of KaragUuk at the confluence of the Sangarios 

and Tembris (modern Porsuk) rivers.
P _ pteria, the area between two rivers, the Halys (modem Kizilirmak) and the Iris 

(Ye§ilirmak), mainly, the village of Hoyiik, 150 km to the North-East of Ankara.
T— Tyanide, the area to the north of the Taurus mountains, mainly, ancient Tyana (now, 

the village of Kemerhisar), 300 km South-South-West of Ankara.
L— the Elmali plain in the South-Western angle of Anatolia (former Central Lycia, mod­

em province of Antalya). '
S — Southern Phrygia, a vast territory south of the Sangarios river, extending to the city 

of Iconium (Konya).

1-4 Lej eu n е 1_3, B rixhe-Lejeune, Brixhe -Neumann,
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Zum Vokalismus des Dakischen

Ivan Duridanov 
Sofia Universitat

Georgiev, I. Duridanov): thrak. e, dak. ie (=je), ia (=ja) Es erhebt sich dtp p°mmen,(^ Jok1, V* 
Lautwandel alle Dialektc des Dakischen umfaBt oder'es gibt Abweichungef^n ihm otse

tsssi23£sssptm*~?m ■t**"***^*
I. Idg. e > dak. ie (=/<?)

(3,5,8): B(eaaot nap&tov K.apndtr|v td 6poq. Nach . . v Georgiev
Bruchleil” der ihrakischen Bessen (Stamm im 10 V=c 1 D’i(Jse Biessen wcrden im 
(1960:109 und 1977:205) “Name ernes dakischen Stamm k,assischen Form BESSI 
Markomannenkricg nebcn den Saboken erwahnt, un z\ Mullenhoff gaboces). Alter 
(Tomaschek 1893:106): Bess., Form(mitie)wieder,
Wahrscheinlichkeit nach gibt Ptolemaus nchtiger d ‘ ’ Bessen ist reichlich belegt (s. 
die der dakischen Sprache entsprach. Der Name der thra Влаа0( (Hdt. VII, M O*
Deis chew 1957:57 ff.): ВЛааО! (Eust. zu Ik B 5U P* ^ log'ie ist gesichert: 
Bfeoot (Strab., Polyb.), Bessi (Caes., Cic Liv., .P1‘":^L an cinen Glauben)”, zur Wurzel 
idg. *bhend''-so- “aebunden an etwas (z. B. an eme", „ d.. air. bes(s) "Gewohnheit,
Wend*- “binden” in alb. bese “Vertrag, Glaube, Waffensullsund am, $ J ^ w ^
Sine” (D e t s c h e w 1952:90 und 1957:59; G e o r g i e v 1У Bllaaol/Bfocot und
tat im AnschluB an Tomaschek (1893:106) .elRrlrrCT0/ <jas Ti=Je* nieht siichhaH<ng. 
B(eoooi — gleichgeslellt, bloB ist seine Arisichl, daB in Л def cine dakisch und der
Nach G e o r g i e v (1960:109) zeigen klar beide Namerv (£ (j>) und demthrakisc^"
andere thrakisch ist, den Unterschied zwischen dem dako- ^ У kSnnle man annehmen, daB 
«■ Ptolemaus die Lage des dakischen Stammes angege^nn ^ •
die Form Bfccrooi in den nordlichen dakischen Dialekten u (Cass. Dio 1ХЩ
, 2. Diegis, Sendling des Dekebalos enter Dom.tianus («g|logie; aus
7’2;um 150-235 n. Chr,); Degis (Martial V, 3, 1; 1;,J1|le "jltdegu “dass.”, alb. djek 
zarWureel idg. *dieg"!h- in lit. degti degu “brennen S stamnlg,eich m.t lg Jam ,

De'W|c Decius, Decimus u.a. angeglichen wurde.
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