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THE MODERN CITY: HERITAGE,
TECHNOLOGIES, REPRESENTATIONS

A scientific conference with international participation

Sofia, Bulgaria, 20-21 November 

 

November 20th (Thursday)

08.30-09.00	 Registration 

09.00-09.15	 Conference Opening and Welcome Speeches

09.15-10.30	 Session 1 

		  Location: Yaiceto (The Egg) Hall, Sofia University

		  15 Tsar Osvoboditel Blvd

                            	 Session chairs: Roumiana Preshlenova and Ivaylo Nachev 

09.15-09.30	 Elitza Stanoeva (Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, 
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences; University of Warsaw) 

		  Contentious urban heritage between continuity and 
change: Bulgarian architects’ reassessment of the Ottoman material vestiges 
in the interwar period              

             

09.30-09.45	 Dobrinka Parusheva (The University of Plovdiv, (Insti-
tute of Balkan Studies, Bulgarian Academy of Science) 

		  MAINA TOWN: Representations and More 
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09.45-10.00	 Panagiotis Michailidis, Kleoniki Gkioufi (University of 
Macedonia, Thessaloniki) 

		  Contemporary Tools for Urban Space Analysis:  A Concep-
tual Framework for Digital Mapping of Thessaloniki’s Historic Commercial 
Center

10.00-10.15	 Anna Chatsiopoulou, Panagiotis Michailidis (University 
of Macedonia, Thessaloniki)

		  Designing A Location-Based Augmented Reality Applica-
tion: The Western Upper City Project

10.15-10.30	 Discussion 

10.30-10.45	 Coffee Break

10.45-12.15	 Session 2 

		  Location: Yaiceto (The Egg) Hall, Sofia University 

		  15 Tsar Osvoboditel Blvd.

		  Session chairs: Dobrinka Parusheva and Panagiotis Michailidis 

10.45-11.00	 Ivaylo Nachev (Institute of Balkan Studies, Bulgarian 
Academy of Science) 

		  Historical Photographs and 3D Reconstructions of Disap-
peared Cityscapes: The Case of the Historical Centre of the Bulgarian Capital 
City Sofia 

11.00-11.15	 Miglena Raykovska, Nikolay Petkov (Institute of Infor-
mation and Communication Technologies, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences) 

		  3D architectural modelling as a tool for historical recon-
struction: Virtual revival of the “Balkan” building on Targovska Street in Sofia 
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11.15-11.30	 Petya Osenova, Kiril Simov, Teodor Todorov, Stefen Ma-
rinov, Kristin Dimitrova (Institute of Information and Communication 
Technologies, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)

		  Semantic description of Sofia’s streets        

11.30-11.45	 Dimiter Christov (Institute for Historical Studies, Bulgar-
ian Academy of Science)

		  New accounts on the history of the Black Sea cities in the 
19th century

11.45-12.00	 Georgeta Nazarska (ULSIT, Sofia) 

		  Urban Space, Social Topography and Cultural Memory: 
Spiritual Networks in Sofia (19th – 20th Centuries)     

12.00-12.15	 Discussion

12.15-14.00	 Lunch 

14.00-15.15	 Session 3, First Panel 

		  Location: 45 Moskovska Str.  

		  Session chairs: Georgeta Nazarska and Kiril Simov 

14.00-14.15	 Yоrdan Milenov (Institute for Population and Human 
Studies, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences) 

		  Demographic development of the city of Sofia in the second 
half of the 19th century (the paper will be presented in Bulgarian) 

14.15-14.30	 Yura Konstantinova (Institute of Balkan Studies, Bulgari-
an Academy of Science) 

		  Lost Sofia Buildings and the Memory of the Capital Bene-
factor Ivan Denkoglu (the paper will be presented in Bulgarian)
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 14.30-14.45	 Raya Zaimova (Institute of Balkan Studies, Bulgarian 
Academy of Sciences) 

		  Sofia’s Catholic schools and their buildings in the memo-
ries of contemporaries (the paper will be presented in Bulgarian)

14.45-15.00	 Tina Georgieva (Sofia University) 

		  The Russian Trace in Sofia’s Architectural Identity (the pa-
per will be presented in Bulgarian)

15.00-15.15	 Discussion  

14.00-15.15	 Session 3, Second Panel 

		  Location: 45 Moskovska Str. (Digital Centre, 3rd Floor) 

		  Session chairs: Petya Osenova and Maria Markova

14.00-14.15	 Olga Smolina (Institute of Balkan Studies, Bulgarian 
Academy of Science; South Ukrainian National University, Kyiv)  

		  The Poetics of the City: Peculiarities of the Methodology for 
Researching Urban Space (the paper will be presented in Bulgarian)

14.15-14.30	 Vasil Karadzhov (Institute of Balkan Studies, Bulgarian 
Academy of Science)                           

		  Images of the city as a soundscape (the paper will be pre-
sented in Bulgarian)

14.30-14.45	 Maya Ivanova (Regional History Museum – Sliven)

		  “A day in the medieval town” – experimental interpretation 
of cultural heritage and interactive experience in the urban environment of 
contemporary Sliven (the paper will be presented in Bulgarian)
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14.45-15.00	 Veselina Uzunova, Antoniya Petrova (Regional History 
Museum – Haskovo) 

		  Haskovo’s Heritage – Innovative Approaches, Current 
Projects, and a Vision for Tomorrow

    

15.00-15.15	 Discussion 

15.15-15.30	 Coffee Break

15.30-17.00	 Session 4

		  Location: 45 Moskovska Str.  

		  Session chairs: Yura Konstantinova and Maria Litina 

15.30-15.45	 Ventsislav Muchinov (Institute for Population and Hu-
man Studies, , Bulgarian Academy of Sciences) 

		  The “Modern City” in the Views of Ottoman Reformers 
during the Tanzimat Era – Ideas and Implementation in the Bulgarian Lands 
Under Ottoman Rule (the paper will be presented in Bulgarian)

15.45-16.00	 Mariya Pavlova (Regional History Museum – Sliven)

		  The First Textile Factory in the Balkans in Sliven - Past, 
Present and Future (the paper will be presented in Bulgarian)

 

16.00-16.15	 Elmira Vassileva (Institute of Balkan Studies, Bulgarian 
Academy of Science)

		  Protestant missionary activity in 19th -century Istanbul and 
its impact on the city’s appearance (the paper will be presented in Bulgarian)
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16.15-16.30	 Silviya Domozetska (Regional historical museum – Bla-
goevgrad) 

		  “From relic to brand: PR strategies for developing urban 
mythologemes through cultural artifacts and elements of urban architecture” 
(the paper will be presented in Bulgarian)      

16.30-16.45	 Veselina Uzunova, Antoniya Petrova (Regional History 
Museum – Haskovo) 

		  Haskovo’s Heritage – Innovative Approaches, Current 
Projects, and a Vision for Tomorrow (the paper will be presented in Bulgarian)

16.45-17.00	 Discussion  

November 21th, Friday

 

09.15-10.45	 Session 5 

		  Location: 45 Moskovska Str.

		  Session chairs: Rossitsa Gradeva and Konstantinos Sampanis  

09.15.-09.30	 Elias V. Messinas (Holon Institute of Technology, Israel) 

		  Representing a Lost Heritage Using Digital Tools: The Kas-
toria and Kavala Synagogues in Greece

09.30-09.45          Maria Litina (Greek Committee for Southeastern European 
Studies) 

		  Religious centers and urban memory in late Ottoman Adri-
anople

 



8

09.45-10.00	 Zlatina Bogdanova (Institute of Ethnology and Folklore 
Studies Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)

		  The “creative city” model and its proliferation in the Bul-
garian urban context

10.00-10.15	 Eleonora Naxidou (Democritus University of Thrace) 

		  Where Memory Lives: Koprivshtitsa’s Tribute to Lyuben 
Karavelov

10.15-10.30	 Stamatia Fotiadou (Institute of Balkan Studies, Bulgarian 
Academy of Science)

		  Tobacco Landscapes: Urban Form, Industrial Memory, and 
the Afterlives of Tobacco Warehouses in Greece and Bulgaria 

10.30-10.45	 Discussion 

10.45-11.00	 Coffee Break

11.00-12.15	 Session 6

		  Location: 45 Moskovska Str. 

		  Session chairs: Eleonora Naxidou and Elias V. Messinas

11.00-11.15	 Rossitsa Gradeva (American University in Bulgaria; Insti-
tute of Balkan Studies, Bulgarian Academy of Science)

		  The Church (Building) in the Life of Sofians in the Pre-Tan-
zimat Period

11.15-11.30	 Konstantinos Sampanis & Dilara Kaplan (University of 
Vienna) 

		  “Cosmopolitan” or “safe” spaces? The visibility of the 
Greek-Orthodox institutions in contemporary Istanbul
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11.30-11.45	 Simeon Simeonov (Institute of Balkan Studies, Bulgarian 
Academy of Science)

		  In the Consuls’ Footsteps: Sofia’s Forgotten Consular Heritage

11.45-12.00	 Angel Zlatkov (Institute of Balkan Studies, Bulgarian 
Academy of Science)

		  The Lost Mosques of Sofia – History and future perspectives

  

 12.00-12.15	 Discussion                 

 12.15-14.00	 Lunch 

14.00-15.15	 Session 7 

		  Location: 45 Moskovska Str.

		  Session chairs: Elmira Vassileva and Simeon Simeonov

14.00-14.15	 Elka Zlateva (Cyrillo-Methodian Research Center, Bul-
garian Academy of Sciences) 

		  Cultural Memory and Technology: Socializing the Cyril-
lo-Methodian Heritage in the Urban Fabric of Sofia (the paper will be present-
ed in Bulgarian)

14.15-14.30	 Elena Alexandrova (Regional historical museum – Blago-
evgrad)   

		  Tradition and modernity in the architecture of the town of 
Gorna Dzhumaya /Blagoevgrad/ - 19th-early 20th century (the paper will be 
presented in Bulgarian)
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14.30-14.45	 Kristiyan Kovachev (Institute of Balkan Studies, Bulgari-
an Academy of Science)  

		  Archaeology and Faith: Interpretations and Uses of Sacred 
Sites Exposed in the Contemporary Urban Environment (the paper will be 
presented in Bulgarian)

14.45-15.00	 Vladimir Paunovski (Institute of Balkan Studies, Bulgar-
ian Academy of Science)  

		  The Sofia Central Synagogue as a Contribution to the Mod-
ernization of the Bulgarian Capital and State (the paper will be presented in 
Bulgarian)

15.00-15.15	 Discussion

15.15-15.30	 Coffee Break

15.30-17.00	 Session 8

		  Location: 45 Moskovska Str.  

		  Session chairs: Stamatia Fotiadou and Angel Zlatkov 

15.30-15.45	 Vladimir Kolev (University of Architecture, Civil Engi-
neering and Geodesy)  

		  The ideological problems encoded in architecture in the pe-
riod from 1945 to 1989 in Bulgaria (the paper will be presented in Bulgarian)

15.45-16.00	 Militsa Petrova (University of Architecture, Civil Engi-
neering and Geodesy)  

		  Modernism in the urban structures of Bulgarian Black Sea 
coast /1950-1980/ (the paper will be presented in Bulgarian)
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16.00-16.15	 Maria Markova (Institute of Ethnology and Folklore 
Studies Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)  

		  City garden – ‘the heart’ of Kardzhali in the 20th century 
(the paper will be presented in Bulgarian)

16.15-16.30	 Evlogi Stanchev (Institute of Balkan Studies, Bulgarian 
Academy of Sciences) 

		  Places of conflict memory in the Balkans on the examples of 
Sofia and Mostar (the paper will be presented in Bulgarian)

16.30-17.00	 Discussion and closing of the conference



The conference The Modern City: Heritage, Technologies, Representations is orga-
nized within project Growing but not getting old: semantic and 3D technologies for 
the history of streets and buildings in Sofia ( https://historicalsofia.eu/en/ ) funded 
by the Bulgarian Scientific Research Fund in 2024. 


