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REVIEW
by Prof. Alexandre Kostov Ph.D., D. Sc.
Corresponding Member of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences,
Institute of Balkan Studies & Center of Thracology - BAS

Regarding the scientific output and submitted materials by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Habil. Bisser Petrov
Petrov, participant in the competition for the academic position of “Professor” in the field of higher
education 2. Humanities, professional field 2.2. History and Archaeology (International Relations on

the Balkans in the 1940s), announced in State Gazette, Ne55 of 17.07.2022

The only candidate and participant in the competition is Bisser Petrov. He graduated in 1987
at the Faculty of History of Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski". In the period 1989-1992 he was a
full-time postgraduate student (PhD student) at the then Institute of Balkan Studies (IB) at the
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, where, four years later, he defended his PhD thesis on the topic "Non-
Communist Resistance in the Occupied Balkan Countries". In 1999, he was appointed a Research
Associate of the second degree (Assistant) at the same Institute. His further professional career also
took place there. This also applies to the period after the unification of the IB-BAS with the Centre for
Thracology. In 2010 he was elected as an Associate Professor in a competition in which he participated
and his habilitation thesis was entitled: "The occupying ally: Collaboration in Albania, Serbia and
Greece during World War Il. (Social, political and military aspects)". In 2019 he became Doctor of
Sciences in History and Archaeology after successful defense of his dissertation "Bulgaria and the New

Slavic Movement, 1941 - 1948".

The candidate has submitted all the required documents, including reports on compliance with

the national science metrics.

The candidate's research career has been mainly focused on the history of the Balkans both
during and after World War Il. The result of his long-term efforts are his numerous publications on this
subject. The complete list presented by Associate Professor Bisser Petrov shows that since 1990 he has
published a total of four monographs, as well as 65 studies and articles (published and in print), 19 of
which have been published in English in the Institute of Balkan Studies' journal Etudes balkaniques. To

these can be added 12 of his scholarly reviews, notices and reports published during the same period.



Associate Professor Bisser Petrov has submitted a total of 15 publications - two monographs,
six studies and seven articles in journals and collections. These, as well as the attached data on

citations of his works, show that he meets the minimum requirements for the position of "professor".

Among the presented publications of Associate Professor Bisser Petrov is his monograph
Bulgaria and the New Slavic Movement, 1941-1948 (Sofia: Gutenberg Publishing House, 2019), which
is practically his defended dissertation for the scientific degree "Doctor of Sciences", as well as three

articles and studies devoted to similar scholarly problems.

The main core of his proposed publications for review includes his monograph Diplomacy and
Subversion in the Balkans: British Policy towards Albania during and after the Second World War (Sofia:

Gutenberg Publishers, 2020) and another five articles and studies on the subject, close to its theme.

With regard to the aforementioned monograph, which | take to be his habilitation work, the
author deserves praise for the well-founded choice of topic, which also determines the broad
chronological scope of his research, beginning in the spring of 1939 and extending to the early 1950s.
Thus, in addition to going beyond the World War Il subject matter, it goes beyond the "traditional"
monographic publications dealing with similar issues, which deal with this issue up to the abolition of
the foreign occupation of Albania, i.e. towards the end of 1944. This poses a number of problems for
him as a researcher, which he has dealt with, but also makes his work unique in hitherto
historiography. | admire his approach that the renewed attention of various British factors to Albania
necessitates that the upper time limit be 'raised' to the middle of the last century, well after the end

of the war, now with the changed situation in Europe after the beginning of the Cold War.

Structurally, the monograph consists of an introduction, two chapters with five paragraphs
each, and a concluding section called an "afterword with conclusion". In view of the approach adopted
by the author, the end of the Italian occupation of Albania in the autumn of 1943 and its replacement

by the German occupation is taken as the dividing line between the two chapters.

Here one could challenge the structure of the exposition and give as an alternative the division
into three chapters, the last of which could deal with the period after the war, taking into account the
new conditions and changes in the overall British policy in Europe and in the Balkans in particular.

However, | do not deny the author's right to construct his exposition according to his views.

In the introduction, Bisser Petrov presents a brief historiographical overview in which he
introduces and comments on the more significant publications concerning British policy towards
Albania during and immediately after the Second World War. Overall, | have no comments on the

literature cited (and used). | admire the author's efforts to draw, in writing his monograph, on as wide



arange of documents as possible. In this regard, the materials from the British National Archives should
be noted, which in their vast majority are documents of the Foreign Office - correspondence, reports,

memoranda, briefs, summaries, minutes, analyses, statements, etc.

The author also shows and demonstrates his good knowledge of the subject through the use
of important collections of documents on British, German, Italian and American foreign policy. Assoc.
Prof. Petrov has used, and with the necessary critical attention, the published memoirs of officers on

British military missions during the war, which undoubtedly constitute a valuable source for the study.

In the first chapter the author discusses the occupation and subsequent annexation of Albania
by fascist Italy and the position adopted by the British government. He has very well presented the
motives of London for taking the decision of the de facto and legal recognition of the annexation by
the British government. He sees them in Britain's desire to keep Italy neutral in the world war that had
begun. The author has well shown the reaction in London when these unfounded hopes collapsed and
Italy entered the war on the side of Nazi Germany. It was then that the British military began to
consider plans to raise an Albanian uprising in the Italian rear. These plans came closest to fruition
after Italy's attack on Greece in late October 1940. In his monograph, the author has examined them
in detail and outlined the reasons for their unsuccessful conclusion. Britain's interest in occupied
Albania was rekindled by 1943, in the face of a radically changed situation on the fronts, which was
favoured by the Anti-Hitler Coalition and by the growing resistance movement in Albania itself. In the
new environment, the British sent new missions into the country. The first of these was led by the
Special Operations Executive (SOE) and arrived in the country in the spring of 1943. Overall, the author
has presented and explained well the entire decision-making process of the relevant British commands

and services, and | accept his assessments without reservation.

Inthe second chapter, due to its longer chronological scope, the author deals with a wide range
of issues. In it he addresses the main issues relating to the period of the end of the conflict in Europe.
Among them, he has given attention to the German occupation policy, the divisions in the Albanian
resistance circles, the political decisions taken by the British at the diplomatic and local levels. Bisser
Petrov has well shown the contradictions between the British services themselves, as well as the
political biases of the British liaison officers attached to the various resistance organizations. Based on
what has been presented in this section, the author comes to the logical conclusion that after the
victory of Enver Hoxha's partisans in the Albanian civil war, the time had come for the British
government to "reap the bitter fruits of its dismissive attitude" towards Albania's national interests
throughout the war. The author also examines the state of relations between the two countries after

the war, which strained to the breaking point and came close to the outbreak of armed conflict. In the



new conditions, British intelligence again perceived in Albania a country whose population could be
driven to revolt, this time with the aim of breaking it away from the pro-Soviet camp that had formed.
However, the joint paramilitary operations undertaken by British and American services, using

Albanian emigre groups, had an inglorious end.

Here | have a remark on the chronological scope of the study, the upper limit of which, as the
author states at the beginning, "ends sometime in the early 1950s". In his narrative in chapter two,

Bisser Petrov takes us far beyond this not very clearly marked "beginning".

In the final part of his work Assoc. Prof. Bisser Petrov presents and convincingly analyses the
theories, most of them conspiratorial, explaining the failure of the British plans towards Albania with
treachery from within the British secret services. These theories were particularly convenient and
popular during the Cold War years, but the author, is not at all inclined to give them credence. He
offers logical arguments to support his thesis that the explanation for this failure must be sought solely
in the wrong decisions made on the British side. Therefore, in the end it turns out, as Bisser Petrov
concludes at the very end of his monograph, that "Albania remained unaffected by British schemes

against it throughout the period under review".

Finally, | can once again confirm that, in my opinion, the monograph submitted for review is

contributory in view of the approach, analysis and conclusions of the candidate in the competition.

In addition to his habilitation thesis, five articles and studies should be mentioned: The
Monarchy in Albania during the Second World War (Etudes balkaniques, 2002, no. 2), British Policy
towards Albania: April 1939. - April 1941 (Etudes balkaniques, 2004, no. 4), Britain and the Resistance
in Albania, 1943-1944 (Etudes balkaniques, 2006, no. 2), The Neglected ally: Zogu of Albania in British
Military Plans (Etudes balkaniques, 2013, no. 3-4). These, as well as his article The Occupation of
Albania in 1939 in the Light of Anglo-Italian Relations (which appeared in a collective volume published
in Belgrade in 2014), have been published in English. In them, he has elaborated particular scientific
issues from the topic of his habilitation thesis and it can be said that these publications represent a

kind of preparatory stage for its writing.

The mentioned publications are directly related to the announced theme of the competition
"International Relations in the Balkans in the 1940s". The same applies to the other articles and studies
of Assoc. Prof. Bisser Petrov, which go beyond the "Albanian connection" and deal with some aspects
of British and Soviet policy towards the Balkans. Taken together, the latter complement the candidate's
scholarly output and go beyond the two main thematic areas he has been dealing with in recent years:
1. Albania in the Second World War and 2. The new Slavic movement during and after the Second

World War.



This is the article on the activities of the Soviet military mission in Greece and the British-Soviet
division of the Balkans into spheres of influence, which appeared in the Military History Journal 2015,
No. 2), as well as other articles and studies dealing with various aspects of the history of
collaborationism in the Balkans during the Second World War. In one of them, the efforts of the Greek
general Tsolakoglu to prevent the transfer of territories to the Kingdom of Bulgaria at the cost of
everything are presented. It presents his intervention with the German occupation authorities in this
regard, and the author has taken a clear stance on the case (See: Petrov, B. The Activities of General
Georgios Tsolakoglou to Retain the Territorial Integrity of Occupied Greece. - Etudes balkaniques, 2008,

No. 1).

In two other publications Assoc. b. The Collaborationist Idea of Turning Serbia into a Peasant
State in World War Il (Balkanistic Forum, 2020, No. 1) and The Anti-Urbanism of Serbian
Collaborationists during World War Il (In: The City of the Balkans: Spaces, Images, Memory. Ed. By R.
Preshlenova, Sofia, BAS— IBCT, 2021, 567-584). As is evident from their titles, they are devoted to
interesting aspects and their presentation and analysis is a definite contribution to Bulgarian

historiography.

The second group of publications of Assoc. Prof Bisser Petrov, devoted to the "new Slavic
movement" | will not dwell on, since his main work in it has already been reviewed in his defense as a
dissertation for a "big" doctorate. However, | will point out that in this publication he shows his desire
to explore problems of post-war history of Europe and in particular that of the Balkans. The other
articles and studies by the candidate on the subject of his monograph "Bulgaria and the New Slavic
Movement, 1941-1948" expand our knowledge and introduce us to interesting and important aspects

of it.

Along with the mentioned scholarly publications Assoc. Prof. B. Petrov is also the author of a
textbook for PhD students - The Balkans in the Second World War - Occupation, Resistance,

Collaborationism (Sofia: IBCT, 2022, 204 p.).

In addition, it is worth noting that in the past years Bisser Petrov has been involved in a number
of projects at the institute level. One of them - "Society, Leadership and Politics in the Balkans in the
Modern Era" - he is currently the head of, and in four others (according to his report) he is a member
of the respective team. In fact, the candidate has failed to mention another of his involvement in an

IBCT research project, namely “The Balkans and Regional and European Integration Projects from the

19th Century to the Present”.

The reference he submitted does not include his participation in the Scholarly Council of the

IBCT, of which he has been a member for ten years, nor information on other activities.



All of the above gives me reason to highly appreciate the scholarly research activity of Assoc.
Prof. Bisser Petrov. | believe that the candidate meets the criteria set for the announced competition
for the academic position of "professor". | will vote positively for his candidature and | propose to my
colleagues of the esteemed Scientific Jury to do the same and to propose to the Scholarly Counsel of
the Institute of Balkan Studies with Centre of Thracology that Assoc. Prof. Dr. Bisser Petrov be elected
to the academic position of "Professor” in the field of higher education 2. Humanities, professional
field 2.2. History and Archaeology (International Relations of the Balkans in the 1940s) for the needs

of the section "Modern Balkans".

25.10.2022 r. Reviewer:



