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REVIEW

by prof. Pencho Penchev, DSc —
University of National and World Economy,
member of the Scientific Jury for the academic position "Associate professor"
in the field of Higher Education 2. Humanities;

Professional direction 2.2. History and archeology (The proto-industrial
development of the Bulgarian lands in the 19th century),
announced by the Institute of Balkan Studies with the Center for Tracology
"Prof. Alexander Fol" (IBCT) at the BAS for the needs of the Regional
Historical Museum - Silistra (RHM - Silistra), promulgated in the Official
Gazette, no. 38/ 20.05.2022

The only candidate in the "associate professor" competition announced
by IBCT at BAS is Dr. Nikolay Ivanov Todorov, director of RHM - Silistra.
For his participation in the competition, he submitted two monographs, one
study and five scientific articles (four of the articles were published in Scopus
indexed scientific journal). In terms of their content, all the presented
publications correspond to the specifics of the announced competition - they are
to a large extent related to the research of the 19" century Bulgarian lands
proto-industrial development. The articles and the study were published in
authoritative periodicals - four of the articles were published in the
"Proceedings of the Center for Economic History Research" (Volumes I-IV for
2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019), and the author had previously presented them in
the form of reports in the annual conferences of the Center for Economic-
History Research, an article was published sb. "Dobrudzha" (Anniversary
collection dedicated to 120 years of museum work in Silistra), and the study in

Yearbook of the Faculty of History of Veliko Tarnovo University "St. St. Cyril
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and Methodius" for 2018.
The first monograph published by N. Todorov, as correctly noted in the

provided documentation, is based on his PhD thesis. It is an interesting and
significant research, but it has already been subject to formal evaluation by the
academic community.

In view of his participation in the current competition, the second
monograph by N. Todorov "Shepherd Aristocracy. The economy of Kotel and
Dobruja in the 30s-40s of the XIX century.” (Yambol: IK Tendril, 2022, 396
p.) 1s much more important and relevant. As can be seen from the list of
presented publications, this monograph is, in a certain sense, a final phase of a
lasting research interest in the economic development of Kotel and Dobruja
during the 19th century. This definitely is a right approach that ensures the
quality of monographic research.

It is worth noting that N. Todorov focused his scientific pursuits and
made contributions on a topic and for a period that attracted the attention of
some of the most authoritative Bulgarian historians. The first thing that makes
an impression familiarizing with the content and structure of the monograph
and with his pre-monograph publications is N. Todorov's serious and careful
attitude to the primary sources. His monograph is built on a solid primary
source base, which combines the use of sources well-known to science and
new, hitherto unused, source material. More specifically, we should mention
the Temettuat notebooks, the contents of which provide rich factual material
that can be compared with other available sources of Bulgarian origin,
supplement them, provide completely new facts or correct and refine existing
statements and hypotheses. Among the new sources that N. Todorov attracts,
we should also mention the Nufus notebooks. This approach enables the author
to formulate convincing theses.

Second, after the sources, a mandatory element for high quality historical

research is the historiographical awareness of the author. Each new study does
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not simply repeat what was done by its predecessors, it should complement and
correct it. N. Todorov's monograph shows a detailed knowledge of
historiographic achievements. With necessary respect, but also with scientific
self-confidence, he makes interesting corrections of some enduring myths about
the period of the Bulgarian Revival. Particularly interesting and contributing in
this regard is the presentation and analysis Todorov makes of the conflict
between St. Popovich (Georgi Rakovski's father) and the Kotel shepherds. The
conflict is devoid of national motives and resulted of internal struggles within
the local elite "generated by economic processes" (p. 344). The study of the
proto-industrial development of Kotel and Dobrudzha shows that G. Rakovski's
father bought aba from the local population at low prices and this caused local
people dissatisfaction. It is further fueled by the uncertain information about the
desire of St. Popovich to open a factory in Kotel, which would potentially
deprive many poor locals of income. Although the source is uncertain, such an
attitude towards such entrepreneurial initiatives is not an exception in national
and world history, so the information can be taken as highly probable.

In his main monograph, N. Todorov makes successful attempts to use
theoretical constructions adequate to the research problems. Through them, the
numerous and often chaotic factual material is arranged in a meaningful and
scientifically sound way. Thus, the theoretical framework of the first chapter is
the theory of proto-industry, whose components — the presence of distant
markets, the symbiosis between agriculture and industry, etc. - reveal in full the
meaning of what is happening in the socio-economic sphere in Kotel, as one of
the most important centers of economic development of the Bulgarian lands
during the Revival period. In this chapter, N. Todorov poses and takes first
solid steps towards answering extremely important questions, such as: is the
demographic boom the cause of the proto-industrial development of Kotel or
vice versa (or both processes were mutually reinforcing each other), why Kotel

does not become Gabrovo or Sliven, i.e. why there is industrial development in
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certain geographical areas and others left behind, etc. All these questions are
important and reveal new perspectives, both for N. Todorov and for other
researchers of the economic past of Bulgaria and the Balkans.

Among the contributing points in the monograph should be specified the
clarification of the role of the Kotel chifliks in the "birth" of the market-oriented
economy in the Bulgarian lands. A scrupulous presentation was made of the
kashli of the Kotel shepherds in Dobruja - number of sheep, location,
ownership of the land, income of the shepherds, etc. The detailed source
material allows for interesting observations and conclusions. For example,
regarding the income of hired labor, Nikolay Todorov makes an important
clarification that is based on empirical data and not on presupposed ideologized
concepts and ideas. According to the facts presented, some of the hired workers
had very high incomes, while others are on the verge of survival (p. 298).
Characteristic of the author's contributions is the comparison between kashla (a
form of cooperative or proto-cooperative) and individual farm. Kashlas are
found to be less efficient and less profitable than individual farms.

In the third chapter, which is dedicated to the Kotel elite/elites, the author
makes an important and necessary clarification about the administrative-legal
status of the local authorities. Here, perhaps, it is necessary to say that, in my
opinion, what N. Todorov is doing is not delineating a theoretical framework or
concept (as he claims - p. 285), but an administrative-legal status. Some of the
contributing and interesting observations of N. Todorov, inexplicably to me,
have passed as a footnotes. For example, note N 140 on page 312 about the
"social capital" of Rakovski's father, although a minor clarification, is an
important and interesting observation, both for the economic and social history
of the Bulgarian lands.

In the competition for "docent" Dr. Nikolay Todorov presents 6 more
significant publications - 1 study and 5 articles dedicated to similar research

problems: demographic and economic history of Northern Dobrudja, tax
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redemption in Tulcha sanjak in the 1870s c., presentation of the occupational
structure of the Tulchan population in the 1840s, the Dobrudzha homesteads,
agrarian relations in Dobrudja in the 1840s, the agrarian urban economy in the
1840s, etc.

It is clear from the presented references that the candidate in the
competition, Dr. Nikolay Todorov, meets the minimum national requirements
under Art. 2b, para. 2, 3 and 5 of ZRASRB (dissertation work, habilitation
work, citations, publications in indexed editions, etc.). The documents and
materials provided by the candidate meet the requirements of the Law on the
Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, the
Regulations for its implementation and the relevant regulations of the IBCT. In
the presented works of Dr. Nikolay Todorov, I do not find any form of
plagiarism or other illegal and unethical use of the results of someone else's
work. There is also no unreliability of the scientific data presented by him.

I should note that Dr. Nikolay Todorov has an author profile in Scopus,
which was not created by him, but by the database itself
(https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?author1d=57416480900). From this
profile, it is clear that the applicant is completely correct in listing four articles
indexed in Scopus (his articles are actually 6, but for the particular contest he
used four of the six).

His qualities are evidenced by his participation in international
organizations, conferences and projects. My personal impressions of the
conferences in which we participated together confirm the positive qualities

that are visible from the analyzed publications.

CONCLUSION:
On the basis of the above mentioned scientific achievements and
qualities, I propose that Dr. Nikolay Ivanov Todorov, the only candidate in the

competition, be appointed to the academic position of "ASSOCIATE
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PROFESSOR" in the field of Higher Education 2. Humanities, Professional
Direction 2.2. History and archeology (The proto-industrial development of the
Bulgarian lands in the 19th century) in the Regional History Museum - Silistra
according to a competition announced by the Institute of Balkan Studies with

the Center for Tracology "Prof. Alexander Fall" at the Bulgarian Academy of

Sciences.

26/09/2022 REVIEWET: ..eeecvveeeenneciiinieeenneessennes
(prof. Pencho Penchev, DSc)
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