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REVIEW

by Prof. Dr. Anelia Bozkova, National Archaeological Institute and Museum,
member of a scientific jury established with order No 87 P/1-16/18. 09. 2024
by the Director of the Institute of Balkan Studies and Center of Thracology,
on the scientific and research activity of Head assistant Dr. Petya Velichkova
Ilieva, the only candidate in a competition for Docent in the professional field
2.2. History and Archaeology, declared by the Institute of Balkan Studies and
Center of Thracology in Darzhaven Vestnik, No 63 of July 26, 2024

Head assistant Dr. Petya Velichkova Ilieva is the only candidate in the an-
nounced competition for Docent at the Institute of Balkan Studies and Center of
Thracology, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. Her submitted application is ac-
companied by a complete set of documents as provided for in the Law for the
Advancement of the Academic Personnel in the Republic of Bulgaria and the
Rules for its application. According to the data on publications, citations, partici-
pation in scientific events and in scientific projects provided in the documentation,
the candidate meets the minimum national requirements under article 26, clauses
2 and 3 of the said Law and article la, paragraph 1 and the relevant addendum
(Field 2. Humanitarian sciences. Table 1) of the Rules for its application.

Dr. Petya Ilieva is among the scholars who have directed the focus of their
scientific interests in a long-term perspective already with the topic of their PhD
dissertation; she has researched steadily and constructively over the years the
problems of Aegean Thrace in the 1* millennium BC. Already as a student and
also later, including after defending her doctoral thesis in 2006 at the St. Kliment
Ohridski University of Sofia, she has carried out long-term trips to Northern




Greece, where she participated in archaeological research, carried out scientific
processing of movable cultural property from various museum depots and collec-
tions, conducted specializations, and worked on numerous museum projects.
From 2005 to 2009 Dr. Ilieva studied for a second Master’s degree (after the one
acquired in Bulgaria) at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, which she com-
pleted with a successfully defended thesis.

The prolonged stay of Petya Ilieva in Northern Greece proved to be ex-
tremely fruitful for her scientific development, as she gained a solid knowledge
in the field of ancient history and culture, in the methodology of the research of
ceramic artifacts, as well as practical skills in the diagnosis of ceramic assem-
blages. The professional choice of Petya Ilieva has been focused on the problems
of the production and trade of ceramic products in the northeastern Aegean region
during the Geometric and Archaic periods, and she has devoted a large part of her
research activities and projects to them. Most of the works with which Dr. Ilieva
has applied in the present competition for the academic position of Docent at the
Institute of Balkan Studies and Center of Thracology (with only a few exceptions)
are devoted to this main topic.

The candidate is entering the competition with 16 scientific publications,
one of these is a monograph, ten can be defined as larger studies (cTynun), and
five are of the volume of scientific articles (ctatun). It is important to mention
that these works represent only a part of the scientific production of Dr. Petya
Ilieva and that all of them were published only after the defense of her PhD thesis.
Most have been published in English or another foreign language and in respected
international journals.

The published scientific production of Petya Ilieva reveals a clear tendency
to formulate conclusions and generalizations that concern not only the formal and
typological diagnostics of the studied artifacts, but also more global questions

about the genesis of the respective ceramic repertoire, about the technological and
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cultural innovations and influences, about the role of trade exchange and many
others. In this sense, it is difficult to distinguish separate groups of problems in
her scholarly output, and very often the topics overlap — without, however, dupli-
cating the arguments presented and the conclusions proposed in the relevant anal-
yses.

If with a certain degree of reservation, Dr. Ilieva’s publications can still be
divided into several groups. The first (and largest) of these comprises works fo-
cusing on the study of comprehensive ceramic groups or collections from specific
sites. The publications numbered 2, 4, 5, 8, 12, 13, 14 in the provided list, as well
as the monographic work which will be discussed further down, are all devoted
to this topic. Two of the publications (Nos 2 and 4) discuss ceramic fragments
from two sites in the area of ancient Maroneia, and the identification of wares
diverse in type and origin is carried out with great precision and considerable skill.
The hypothesis about the functional characteristics of these sites is also quite val-
uable. Two other studies (Nos 5 and 8) devoted to long-necked jugs and the so-
called sessile kantharoi, again from the north-eastern Aegean (the islands of Sam-
othrace and Lemnos), are focused rather on the morphological traits of the vases,
the origin of which is sought in a combination of local traditions and the transfer
of patterns and ornamentation from neighbouring cultural zones.

The observations of Petya Ilieva on the reproduction of traditions coming
from earlier ages, sometimes centuries distant (e.g. for the sessile kantharoi group)
are of great importance for the study of ancient pottery production in general. This
tendency, which evades a logical prima vista explanation, is in fact observed in a
number of other stylistic and technological groups (including some from the inner
territories of ancient Thrace), and the research of Dr. Ilieva adds new, strong ar-
guments in favor of its objectivity. Similar conclusions have been drawn concern-
ing the morphological genesis of the miniature cosmetic vases belonging to the
pottery group called G 2-3 (No 12). In fact, it is to this large representative group

of vessels with subgeometric decoration that the research interests of Dr. Ilieva




have been devoted for a long time, with a number of publications each containing
new material evidence, or a different focus to the study of the problem, and new
knowledge. In addition to those already mentioned, the publications Nos 13 and
14 from the list can be added here; they deal as well with the more general issues
of the production centers and the local workshops, the standardization of the rep-
ertoire and decoration and their local variations, and the patterns of distribution.

I would place in a second thematic group the scientific publications of Petya
Ilieva which investigate the ethnic and demographic problems of the North-Ae-
gean area, analyzing both the existing written sources and the archaeological ev-
idence (Nos 2, 6 and 7). On the basis of these complex analyses, they offer im-
portant conclusions concerning the historical development of different insular or
continental areas, with an emphasis on the presence and demographic potential of
indigenous, Thracian populations.

Three other scientific publications from the list of the candidate offer varied
topics which are more distant from her main focus (Nos 3, 9 and 10), but in each
of these Dr. Ilieva demonstrates a wide range of knowledge and professional an-
alytical skills to raise issues which are important for the history of ancient Thrace,
the Northern Aegean and ancient vase painting.

A special attention should undoubtedly be devoted separately to the mono-
graphic habilitation work of Dr. Ilieva (P. Ilieva. The Late Geometric and Early
Archaic North-Eastern Aegean through the emergence, distribution and consump-
tion of “G 2-3 Ware”. Berlin-Boston: Walter de Gruyter, 2024. ISBN 978-3-11-
128993-9), which crowns her multi-year efforts in the retrieval, documentation,
and analysis of ceramic artifacts from the group in question, usually referred to as
G 2-3 ware. The book is written in English and published by a prestigious inter-
national publisher, Walter de Gruyter. It is a rigorously systematic and highly in-

formative work with a convincing structure. I could say in advance that by all its




features this book meets the highest and most demanding criteria for a compre-
hensive modern scientific study and represents a clear success both for the author
herself and for the Bulgarian school of archaeology.

The habilitation thesis of Dr. Ilieva is divided into seven chapters with nu-
merous internal subsections and is supplemented with important appendices (such
as the results of fluorescence spectroscopy analyses, a bibliographic list and tables
with illustrations). After the usual introduction on the history of research, the
chapters on the diagnosis of G 2-3 ceramics (regarding the technology and the
ornamental system), the repertoire of forms, the centers of production, the chro-
nology, the contextual environment and the distribution follow in a logical order.
In practice, the book answers or offers solutions to all possible themes and ques-
tions related to both the material evidence of the pottery group under study and
the more general cultural and economic phenomena of the North Aegean coastal
region in the Late Geometric and Early Archaic periods. The comments on the
laboratory studies involved in the study are of particular importance as they prove
the assumption, already formulated by Petya Ilieva herself, of the existence of
dispersed production in the presence of one or two larger centers, which probably
set the basic parameters of style and repertoire. The clear definition of the ceram-
ics of the G 2-3 group will be particularly useful for the future diagnostic work on
some elusive wheel-made pottery groups of the 8th-6th centuries BC in the North
Aegean region, some of which also display decoration in the sub-protogeometric
style while also possessing a number of different local features.

In conclusion, I would like to summarize that the research work of Head
Assistant Dr. Petya Ilieva is distinguished by a high professional level, thorough
and objective analyses and meets the most stringent criteria established by the
international research community. Her contribution to the study of the culture and
historical fate of the Thracian tribal communities that inhabited the North Aegean
region and the islands in the periods before, during and after the Greek coloniza-

tion is particularly significant for the Bulgarian scientific school.







