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Promotion Review

by Prof. Stanislav Stanilov, Dr. habil., National Archeological Institute with
Museum (BAS), on behalf of Dr. Georgi Nikolov Dimov, the only applicant for
the associate professor position in Professional Field: 2.2.History and
Archeology, Department ,,Medieval Balkans® at IBCT-BAS, Research Area:
Medieval Balkan Political and Economic History 11-12th century, as advertised
in State Gazette 7/24.01.2023.

Georgi Dimov participated in the competition with one monograph, two studies
and seven articles. Such a number might seem relatively small for habilitation,
but I evaluate his contributions not with quantitative but with qualitative
indicators and within the scope of my qualification and competence. Moreover,
if we take as a quantitative expression not the number of titles, but the total
volume of the production, it will become clear that it is more than 700 pages,

which very few researchers of his professional path can boast of.

First of all, what was written by Georgi Dimov makes an impression with the
categorically expressed ,,style of the research — a desire for comprehensiveness,
.e. the use of all types of information that this sector of humanitarian knowledge
provides. In his works, not only written sources are commented on and
evaluated, but equally the results of research in archeology and in particular
epigraphy, numismatics, sigilography, archaeological anthropology and
osteology, etc. It is to be noted that this part of the source base is used
competently and is not artificially attached, as it happens in similar types of
interdisciplinary studies. Having familiarized myself with all the publications,
including the monographic study, and following the discussion in which I

participated prior to publication, in my view, such an approach to the subject



matter is really useful both for me and for many of our colleagues, engaged in

Field and Cabinet Archaeology.

Particularly significant in the above sense were those parts of the works,
especially from the monograph, where there are characteristics of changes in the
environment related to the economy, and thus to politics. Again, in the same
order, can be placed the comments about the demographic changes related to the
climate and the environment, from which changes in the development of
material culture follow. The monographic study, quite extensive in my view, is
undoubtedly the result of long-term systematic work directly with the historical
sources and indirectly with the research of a wide range of authors with different
competences. A well-chosen chronological framework is also important for the
success of the author, as the Age of the Komnenians has a very bright
characteristic and represents the last of the historical rise of the Byzantine
Empire. Regarding Bulgarian Medieval studies, this period when Bulgarians
were practically absent from the political history of the European Southeast, is

of even greater importance.

In other words, their presence can only be truly appreciated through the method
chosen by Dr. Georgi Dimov. Such a way of dealing with the factological
material is the style of a well-known French school, ,,led* by Fernand Braudel,
and although this approach was not invented by Mr. Dimov, it is the first time
such research methods have been introduced, so directly, into the Bulgarian
historiography, which is also a significant contribution of the author to the field

of Bulgarian Byzantine Studies.

A number of research cases of the monograph can be subject of comments,
which might tempts some colleagues to engage in discussion instead of making

evaluations. As this is hardly the task of the academic jury, I refrain from



discussion, so in the following lines I will dwell briefly on my impression of the
other publications. Three of them represent a commentary on different aspects of
the history of Byzantine Italy and clearly result from the candidate’s special
interest in the Italian version of the Byzantine economy, demography and
culture. Such content is of great interest to me, because lately I have been
dealing with elite Byzantine jewelry, and the topic is directly related, since in
European Byzantine studies there is an opinion that a part of the cloisonné
enamel were made in Southern Italian workshops. I find all three works useful,

with contributing points in the skilful interpretation of the facts.

The exceptional observation and thoroughness of its author is demonstrated by
another article, focused on a seemingly not particularly expressive item, a
fragment of an Early Byzantine silver plate from the museum in Razgrad.
Maximum amount of information was extracted from the artifact, using the
detailed inscriptions, well-preserved at the bottom of the plate, which thus

acquired a very significant value.

Indirectly related to the above is the article on Byzantine coinage under emperor
Andronicus II Palaeologus (1282—-1328). In my opinion, it is also competently

written, with fairly full usage of appropriate comparative information.

The topic of other two articles is Byzantium — Western Europe relations. The
first one is on relations with the Kingdom of England, the other on the Latin
quarters of the Balkans during the same Komnenians period. As far as I know,
the topic of connections with The Island is not particularly popular in Bulgarian
Medieval historiography, although I recently read an article by Vasil Gyuzelev
on the legitimacy of the Bulgarians in Medieval England. These works of
Georgi Dimov made an impression on me with the professional commentary and

the author's marked interest in the detail in Medieval Historiography.



Another work to be noted is entitled ,,Medieval Balkans in the Context of
Eurasia®“. There, a one-hundred-year period in the history of the South-Eastern
European lands is briefly examined, with an emphasis on the leading role of
their diverse culture, united by Eastern Orthodoxy, whose center,
Constantinople, seems to have emitted impulses specific to the historical course
of that time. In Georgi Dimov's assessment, the lands south of the Danube have
a leading and rather defining role of in the fate of a large part of Eurasia in the
11th century. Such hypothesis, developed with extensive and high-quality

documentation, has real chances of legitimacy in future Medieval studies.

On the basis of the above considerations, I express my opinion that the
publications presented in the contest testify to the required professional
qualification of Dr. Georgi Dimov for the announced competition. I recommend
to the Academic Committee to elect Dr. G. Dimov for the academic position
associate professor in the Department ,,Medieval Balkans® at the Institute for

Balkan Studies with Centre of Thracology (BAS).

Sofia, 25.03.2023

Prof. Stanislav Stanilov, Dr. habil.





