











work, with G. Dimov reaches the correct conclusion that after the death of Andronicus Komnenos
the political model of Komnenos was finally liquidated.

The conclusion is the last part of Georgi Dimov's monograph in which he summarizes the
conclusions of the text. 1 fully agree with the author's conclusion that the state, cultural, and
economic model of the Komnenos dynasty had a very deep and lasting influence on the Balkan
medieval states and on the societies of the Byzantine oikumene in general (525 p.). The amount of
sources and research on the subject used by G. Dimov, spread over 80 standard pages.

This work presents a detailed picture of Komnenos Byzantium, traces the geographical boundaries
of the peninsula, how the geographical environment and climate influenced the local population
and its way of life and livelihood; examines the demography of the peninsula, makes a deep cut of
the economic life - of agriculture, of trade and of the city and urban economy; a significant
contribution is also made by the brilliant analysis of Komnenos political model.

Extremely valuable is the overall picture of Komnenos Byzantium, sculpted by the author on the
basis of rich data from archaeological material and written sources. I can say without hesitation
that the monograph as a whole has a contributory character.

All of the above gives me reason to point out that the monograph is an undoubted success not only
for Dr. Georgi Dimov, but also for Bulgarian medieval studies as a whole. This study can be
evaluated as a solid basis for a number of future studies on the problems of history, historical
geography, urban studies and the economy, the overall study of Byzantium in the Komnenos era.

Some minor typographical inaccuracies and omissions can be noted (For example, the book by Dr.
Joanna Bencheva, cited in the notes to Chapter 2, The Food’ Table in the Byzantine-Balkan World
X-XV Century, is missing from the bibliography), which, however, do not undermine the high
quality of the presented scientific work.

The individual studies and articles submitted for the competition are characterized by a concrete
and detailed study of various aspects of the history and culture of medieval society, both in the
Balkans and on the Italian peninsula, which complement the conclusions presented in the
monograph. They deal with issues of the economic and political history of the Balkans (1 1-12th
centuries), the relations and contacts of the Byzantine-Balkan population with the Apennines, the
nomadic, Jewish and Latin communities within the boundaries of Byzantium and its spheres of
influence, as well as studies on Byzantine and Western European material culture, art and coinage.
CONCLUSION

After my acquaintance with the materials and scientific works presented in the competition and
the indication of their scientific contributions, I find it justified to give my positive vote for the
election of the Chief Assistant Dr. Georgi Dimov to the academic position of “Associate
Professor” at the Institute of Balkan Studies and Center of Thracology, BAS, in the professional
field 2.2. History and Archaeology. I believe that he fully deserves it.
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